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Otciinbcr II, 1961 
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!&**▼• r#c#lT * d r>ur tetter of Dictator 7, with enclosure, 
aid appreciate to* concern which prompted poo to write to mi. 

- S - • 

rr- ® jto m ictloo with tto m a tter poo discussed, representailyto 
of the FBI Oho anfftrlvlteged to ipoak before various group* throughout tit 
country ^-do-io e^tbmy full kaowltdge and approval. I can aaaura yout&a£ 
.^.ttolr remark* on co mm u nism do net repudiate, In any way, t r Jg 

#i to “J^apaictoa, or that have tom roflocted la ay took, "Masters eg a 

MM lW7 P ^\ n jgy ratorka by a repressntatlve of thla Bureau, however, ahotftl £ 
SJ..J J* yr ®°t to Integrated aa a defen aa or aodoraaaant of any group, elneo thin — 
/f a proper function of tos FBL 
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u.- 



w t^r churchaa have toan and will continue to to important ta rgots 
the over-all comm uniat program of endeavoring to Infiltrate ouraetabllatod 
■^tutipni, “d we auet remain alert to such effort# to subvert our way of life, 
communist* have tried to infiltrate every port of oar ioctety? and 1 agree 
you-w hote hea r todly that patriotic Americana moot Intake a firm 

! ag pln a t pomm u nl sm and combat It wherever possible. Butdhie opposition 
J®!* * cap-ol » eoeMrective and positive; and lTmus| always 
kept .within toe due proceee of Uw. to reference to Hr, Casdsls* article, 
slrrtaht Director Wi l li a m C. tollivan. In his discussion of communism dealt 
with tola subject accurately and objectively. ^ 

fetuhlui U tiatJ literature pertaining to too general 
unteffl which may he of interest to poo. 

Sincerely yoers { 

^TOfclooure 
van - Kncloeore 

.¥ sjU/ 

Teletype umr CD 















Enclosures (5) 

Faith in God — Our Answer to Communism 
Communist Illusion A Democratic Reality 
Internal Security 4-17-61 
Hie Communist Party line 

Christianity Today Series — The Communist Menace 

NOTE^Bufile^onta^no record for either or 

Correspondent enclosed an article from a back 
lssu^n^ewspape^mtt&i by Louis Cassels, UPI reporter which 
discusses toe speech of Assistant Director William C. Sullivan which 
involves communism and National Council of Churches of Christ. The 
National Council of Churches of Christ is comprised of the leading 
members of toe Protestant clergy and, of course, has not been investi- 
gated by the FBI. 
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Nr. J. Sdgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Vasblngton, D.C. 



27 1961JL.OM 



Mr. 

K'. Siil.-M- 
Mi. lttr« — 



Bear Nr. 



Hoover, 

I need 
implicitly io you 
now. 

First, 






help and information, and becauee I 
and tbe Federal Bureau of Xnvestlgat 




X aba 11 have to con feme that X beve,, 
terrible "right-wing conaervatlvea" for aa long a a 
blgb school class X stood completely alone in my be] 
ebould be allowed to die— —and tbat mas 16 years agi 
of tbe organisations formed to discuss or actively flgbt collectivism. 
Communism, and sucb; although for eeveral years X have been reading and 
studying tbe threat of Communism and trying to Influence whomever X can 
to do likewise. X have believed tbat X cannot awaken anyone to tbe dangers 
facing us as a nation unless they will "do tbelr homework"; then they will 
make these discoveries for tbemselves. 

X am a mother of four youngsters aged five to nine, a Methodist 
who attends church with her children and husband every Sunday. X was elected 
permanent class secretery at Indiana University from which X was graduated 
with "high di stint ion*. 

Is only to help you see (I hope) that X 
bard to do right and has enough intelli- 
X have read many books and papers of 
persuasion and feel tbat I am as objec- 
posslble in my criticism of those who do not agree with me. 

My lnnediate problem^* my forthcoming participation In a panel 
discussion for our church on the national Council of Churches of Christ in. 

X 



All of this background 
am a very normal person who trice 
gence to discern right from wrong, 
both tbe conservative and liberal 
tlve 



America. In my criticism of tbe HaTldtt&l CUUliUll UT Churches 1 ’Intend to 
'aF5HTany charges of Cosmunlst Influence within tbe church or tbe Council 
because X honestly feel there are enough other valid arguments to use. X 
know, however, ‘that In tbe question period to follcw, these charges will 
be brogbt up. My minister, who wholeheartedly supports tbe Council, will 
see tbat they are aired, feeling tbat we have no believable evidence. X 
have tfied to make him understand why X feel tbat although V Christian 
minister couldn't be a Communist", a Communist could become s Christian 
minister. But more important to me— that whether a minister Is an actual 
Cosmunlst or not Isn't tbe most Important thing. If tbe clergy supports 
tbelr program time and again, they are of infinite more worth than a 
party member would be. Tbe leading churchmen of our city /-the moat vocal 
faftd tbe most prominent, have the moat exterme left-wing views— >whlcb(vd/vs 
they preach as tbe only Christian views. These men, and my minister $a / 
among tbda,di^CCs^|any{ cfaegfe if subversion as a personal Insult 
ridiculous. They use the quoted statements of Mr. Wiliam C. Bull! 
the article of Loula •C^ome-ls which X have enclosed. This article 
lo our local pjferi/fgvejaklrmyntbe ago. X worried about these 
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tbe tine they appeared. I reread chapter 23 ©* Maetera of Deceit and I ©till 
Worried. l^ueband went down to our local FBI office becauee be alao warn 
cooceroed that maybe ve were Amateur Communist hunters! lour 1 ° c *?’.*** d ^* m 
warm.--'most cooperative and under at ending and coapletely uncommunicative— as 
rSSe "ppoaed to be. pa decided after tba^aluww 

km Louie Casaels, tbe UPI writer, to be quite alao liberal end eg Igg^ y* 
for tbe Sational Council, that perbape be had quoted out of contea^irbad 
allowed bia Mae to unduly emphasise what be wanted 
cannot uae euppoaitioo to aupport «y poaition on a panel 
la tbe anawer to Mr. Sullivan* a statements? They are being < used in eburcb 
after church in our area to anawer anyone who questions tbe poealbiUty or 

any degree of Connuniat influence on tbe alnlatry^ B . . 

Can you help met Do tbeae expressions of Mr. Sullivan a as here 

Quoted repreaent wholly tbe viewa of tbe FBI? Could it be Mr. Caaaela 

JmnhRirtB on aucb terms aa alarming infiltration— cburchea are overrun-— 

. nation.1 L.l. ; ~ tb.t .Ml. 

true, read wrong? la bia uae of tbe names self -appoints v -^ -c 
:ut l.. r co:^ Ut hunters* fair to those who are genuinely worried cbout tbe 

future of t j e ^ a ®J U J e r J Waltlng your reply. Many thanks in advance for any 
information you may be able to give me and many oore thanks oulte tardily 
for all the help you have given all Americana for a long, long time. 
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* By LOUS CASSELS, WI 

Chrietiardty and C ommuni sm mm wyr * 

•usd is tha him relationship leaders hip of 
iiMiutnt whito and black, sowing confusion and discard 

to^otto Me and toe Sooth «°*m» ^fSTuem- 

*tU « «•**•> w ^..nysraiES 

kites. i ■•'.•• 



Christianity affinna lbs 
sovereignty of God sod as- 
cribes infmita wort h to oach 
human being bseauss be is a 
child of God. 

jponunuiuflB dtnid tbt cx* 
istsnce of God. and vakits the 
individual only as an instru- 
amt and servant of the state, 

’ Ho rational person euis b* a 

sincere Christian and a sincere 
Communist at the same time. 
Comm unists know this. That 

h why they persecute Christian 

churches — sometimes openly, 
■o metim es subtly — to every 
£outry to which they hive 
gained power, from Russia to 
Cuba. 



of toe 



at Christian 
are secret supporters 
Communist conspiracy 
You may think all of this is 
far-fetched, but the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation doss 
not 

FBI Director J. Edgar 
Hoover Is deeply concerned 
about the danger that eelf-ap- 
pointed “vigDanteT may. to 
the m m ef anti-Communism, 
play Into toe Communists’ 



.FALSEHOOD 
REVEALED 

During toe last few years. 
Hoover has sent FBI chief to* 
. apector William C. Sullivan to 



fV t . deliver speeches to many 

Infree wUwJ^Awma. nation, warning 

Communists cannot suppress _ . 

the churches but most think of Americans not .to ito taken* 

other tactics. by charges ^. tl ^5 hurch “ 

are overrun with Reas. 

COMMUNISM ’ "Hiese allegations have 

< «HOWT served to create the impres- 

Communists un d o u btwUy JJJ JSnt toSna* 

have tried in toe past to to .. y ^ putiC!e ^ u have been 
fUtmtetoe churches by ha vin g JJSLtedtoiSmmtog tafiltra* 
disguised tkmsmd tafluance," Sullivan 

their way up to ponton s * -gut this is n patent 

toadenhip. particularly to the *£*; : "2“ ♦«♦», «# the 



falsehood. The truth of the 
sss ttw to that tha Communist 
Party has not achieved any 
substantial success in exerting 
domination, control or influ* 
ever America’s dergy- 
er religious institutions 
_ a national teak." 

Sullivan to not making this 
e frfmewt on hit own author 



leadership, particularly 
ranks of the clergy. 

. They have learned that this 
Is easier said than done. As a 
practical matter. It to enor- 
mously difficult for a Com- 
munist to poee. convincingly 
•s ededicated Christian oven 
for the space of one conversa- 
tion. tot alone through the 

syjss Sens #» 

*► m.wtv. «* jys 

ib infl uential bite ho ck in g td Hoovir. A®d the 
la UoHod Sutee church Ufe. WtoterJ 
But although they have withe to 

SThT V ",* 'JmJS ........ gi mJj* 

charges are made that togy ttom" JJJ 

actually have done jo. Ihtitad Frees totern ntionel . 

The Communists know that “has keen worn too »■““* 
m the preemit climate of aists. They *»Og!**F 
Mrican feelteg there ie no BuBivnn’s imweiw 






f 




Tour totter of Norember 18, 1M1, bu boon 
rccilvid, i|W ^ tbo Interest fhicb prompted you to write to 



approeteted. 

Although t would like to bo of serfiee, tte FBI 
to an lmsUfaUtt agency of tho Federal Oofernmenl !»!, »■ 
meh , does wot m*k» eealuattons oor draw conclusions at to tte 
character or Integrity of any organisation, pd)Ucitloa or 
Individual. I regret that I cm unable to help you and hope you 
will not Infer In thte eonnaetlon titter that wt do or do not hero 
data In oor fllta relating to tte mfeiect of your Inquiry. 



Enclosed to noaaa literature dealing with tte 
general subject of oonumntom which may be of laterent. 



MAILED » 

DEC 5-1961 

COMM-W __ 



Sincerely yours, 

LEdprNoomr 

John Edgar Boorer 
Director 
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P Enclosures fi) What YiaPcJn flb*fA#l|ht Communtom 

v*ith inCdd— Our. Answer to Cq ippMin tom 

£= 

ion.. The Communist Party Lite 

Christianity Today Series— (Tte Communist menace) ^ 

SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE *£*/' /f : " 

ujawa mLETYPC UWT O . f*> 1 




MOTE: Correspondent cannot be Identified in Bufilea. The FBI 4 
hail not conducted an investigation of Circuit Riders, he. Our M 
files do reveal that it is an organization of laymen who have beep 
carrying on an anticommunist crusade which has been aimed mainl] 
at communist infiltration into churches and clergymen. The 
headquarters of the organisation is located at Cincinnati, Ohio, 
and one of Its targets has been opposition to policies of the 
National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. 
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November 28th, 1961 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Gentlemen : 

The writer being a ruling elde r and member of the S ession 
of the 1st Presbyterian Church, has been 
concern^ with various claims f^n^Mr^Our congregation 
that the National Council of Churches is Communist dominated. 
These people are using literature such as the "Circuit Rider" 
as the basis for their opinions. 

We would appreciate receiving any information which you would 
care to present to us to combat these rumours. 7 * ,„' lr 

Very truly yours. 










It DEC 6 1961 
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Dear 





Too r totter at November It, tttl, hu baas received. 



Although I would like to be of service, the Jurisdiction 
and responsibilities of the FBI, strictly an Investigative agency of 
the Federal Government, do not extend to famishing emlaatlons or 
comments concerning the character Or Integrity of any individual, 
organisation or publication. In addition. Information in FBI files 
must be maintained as confidential through a regulation of the 
Department of Justice. I am sure you will understand the neces- 
sity for this policy and will not infer either that we do or do not 
hare the specific data you requested. 



In view of the interest you expressed, I am e n clos in g 
some literature dealt!* with the subject of communism and religion. 
Too may also wish to consider my book, "Masters of Deceit, " which 
was written in the hope that It would become a primer for those 
Interested in learning the true nature and objectives of communism. 
Too may be able to obtain a copy of it at your local library. 



Bncersiy yours. 




& Edgar Hoowar 

John Bdgar loovsr 



Tolsoc . 



Belmont 



p.JB 

Xoclo.nr.. (4) ....... 



Director 
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CdUdhen . 
Conrad — 



Communism: 
Faith in God 




ty of Religion • v 

'6 Communiyo^ 0 C H ‘ 

God and Country or Communism? 







i tlanit y Today - The Communist Menace 
XT PAGE 
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IFT:Mr (3) 



TELETYPE UMTT CD JUS 
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* NOT1: Correspondent Is not identifiable in Bufiles. The National Council of 
Churches of Christ (NCCC) includes in its membership the leadiim, '% 
Protestant churches in the country. Various critics of the Councti| vithoat 
access to factual data to support their assertions, have claimedtra group 
is communist controlled or influenced. The FBI, of course, has dot 
investigated the NCCC. (100-50869) 
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K* • J • Edpsr Hoover 
Chief of P.3.1. 

- {«JTV 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

I understand a fa, Churches belon 2 to the ^tlonal 
of Churches ■ .1 know ours does. In readln s a Bulletin by 
American Council.^ ^Christ ian Laynen, I understand The 
National Council is Red- . 

Could you send me conclusive proof of People, and thfeir 
Address that are Communist in this organization. Hopinr: 
to hear from you soon. TharJc You. 

Respectlfully, 
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November ST, 
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I ban received your letter of November SO tad appreciate yw£P ^ 
ftnUreet la writing. 5 

®5 ~ 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI Is aa Invert Igeffte 8 



agency of the Federal Government add, as such, does not make evaluations ner 2 
draw conclusions as to the character or Integrity of any organisation, poMlcsgcssaS 
or Individual. I hope you will not Infer In this connection either that we do or oo 
not have data la our flies relating to the subjects of your Inquiry. 



Id connection with the matter you mentioned, representatives v£ 
the FBI who are privileged to speak before various groups throughout the country 
do so with my full knowledge and approval. I can assure you that their remarks 
on communism do not repudiate la any way statements I have made In my speeches, 
or that have been reflected in my book, "Masters of Deceit." Assistant Director 
William C. Sullivan In his discussions of communism has dealt with this subtle* 
accurately and objectively. 



It Is s continuing program of the Communist Party to attempt 
Infiltration of every part of our society, Ineluding religion. This Is still true 
May. Fortunately, this evil conspiracy has act made any substantial penetration 
Into our religious organisations. I would like to emphasise, however, that 
churches will continue to be Important targets la the over -all subversive plan of 
endeavoring to control our eatablUhed institutions, and wc must remain alert to 
any attemipt frii wl ge 1 Per national tradg^hs wjtth th? atheistic philosophy m. 
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Belmont 
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our concern. 
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subjec t of communism I thought you mlghf.Ukt to rasd. 
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ftncertly yc 



TEIXTYFt UM1T □ 



^ John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Enclosures end note nest psge. 
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Enclosures (5) 

Internal Security Statement 4-17-61 
4-1-61 LEB Introduction 
What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
The Communist Party Line 

The Communist Menace:- Christianity Today Series 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent. 
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Mr. Tilitt. 
Mr. r-?-n£P 
Mr- :* ?/ 



Mr.J. Edgar Hoover, 
Director of FBI, 
Washington, D. 0. 



Dear lfr. Hoover: 



li-r. t 

■ v • • ■ 

■ Mr. 



I ^ Eii.;." 2 __ 

I Mfc Ttrtl . ~ 
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According to what I have read and heard over the *>»diL*£BQ 
the "Air Pbrce Kenual," X have not read it, it stated that the 
National Council of Churches and a numberof its officers were 
/ somewhat liberal or leaning toward coomunisim in views and in > 
i actions. CL 



X have here a list of men who supposedly investigated the 
national Council of Churches, and found the charges iwie in the 
Air Tforce Manual untraK'^'nese men were representatives to the 
National Council of Churches: Dr. John 8. Land, Chairman; E. 

Roe Bartle, Ere. T. Sr.itlf'Brewer, John I. Bryan, James R. Bollock, 
D. J. Cumming , 0. J. Currie, E. C. Dendy, 3. A. Jtrnsrorth, Mrs. 

D. R. Freeman, Evelyn L. Green, Ja^es A. Jones, Pen R. Lacy, Jr., 

J. A. Nillard, Jr., W. 0. Eurrey, C. H. Pritchard, J. 5. Patton, 

L. L. Wilkins, Jr., and Ferguson. Wood. (Did not realise there were 
women on thie c or.nittee). 



To support this report they cite the following references : 
Letters from Secretary of Defense and Secretary of the Air Force 
Congressional Record, A-ril 15, i960, paces 7565-7707, Eagezine 
"Eternity,* Sept., 1960 issue: Barnhouse Investigation State- 
ments by Dr. 7<a. E. Elliot, pamphlet dated June 1, 1950: "ihat 
about the National Council of Churches T" J, Edge.r Hoover corres- 
pondence, "Communism Fronts and the Clergy," snd FBI: Wide Com- 
munist Infiltration in Churches a 'Falsehood. ' In this la e t named 
sheet it is stated that you ere deeply concerned about the danger 
that self-apoointed "vigilantes" mey, in the aaae of anti-commu- 
nism, play into Communists' hands. It also states that you sent 
FBI Chief Inspector Williem C. Sullivan to deliver speeches in 
many ^arts of the nation, warning Americans not to be teken in 



bjr charges that their churches 8Te overrun with Reds. Of course 
I do not believe thef my church is exactly overran with Beds, bul 



i do not believe thef my church is exactly overran with Beds, but 
I do believe that there ar« cuite a few liberals end those who n w 
carrvinr out the orders of the Reds just as truly ss if they werA. 
taking order* from the Bads. Please vive me your honest minion oi 
The National Council of Churches and tell me whether or fljotyou 
did send Nr. Sullivan on such a mission. Just what has tHi FBI 
-found out 8'~ouf the National Council of Churches. I would also 
like to hsve something on The World Council of ChurcUWBT 
there liberals in that too? Thank You. 

EX- m KCr G* nwifc/iss: 
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Year letter of November 22, 1M1, has been 
received, and the thought prompts yon to write la appreciated. 



With respect to yoor inquirlea, the FBI la strictly 
ib inreetigatlTe i|uej of the Federal Government ud, as aah, 
•either evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the character 

or integrity of aaj organisation, ydflcrtto or Mvidal. to this 
connection, Information coatalnad to oar fllaa arast be maintained 
as confidential to accordance with regulations of tha Department 
of Justice. 1 regret I am ambit to hi|p yon and hope you will not 
tafar either that we do or do not hare data to oar files relating 

Sincerely poors. 




XEdprHoow 



Tola oc . 



Be Ik on t , 




Goody . 



NOTE: 
ThrNational 



Correspondent Is not Identifiable to Bafilas. 
ioi«i C ouncil af ChurCho e og ChristlNCCC) includes In 
membership the leading Proto^^jUrchoe to the country. Vi 
critics of the CoimeiN'Wfthoift access to factual data to support 

assertions, hare claimed — ' “ 

'toaearse, 





yjr* *m 

' known as tha Federal 



grsop is communist controlled or 
* 4 Stt£&d tha NCCC. The NCCC was formerly 
of Churches X 9CL00-508W ) 
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TRUE COPY 




J. Edgar Hoover 
F.B.I. 

Wishington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: — 

I would like to have the following information. 
Is Mr. Lawman of the Circuit Riders, Cincinnati, a 
Communist? Is Mr. Billy James Harris of the Christian 
Crusade, Tulsa, Okla. a Communist? Has Communism 
infiltrated the Federal Council of Churches — or does that 
organisation aid and abet Communism? The reason for 
these questions is, when I quote Mr. Hart* is or Mr. Lawman 
as an authority, many say 'He is, no doubt, a Co m m uni st 
himself. And people say Mr Hoover hasn't said anything 
about Communism and the Federal Council. When you reply, 
may I have your own signature, as I want it as proof. 

Thanking you in advance, I am 
k Sincerely yours 
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Your lfttir of HovtBbir 10, 1961, with itclowr®, 

I uls bm received, end the Interest prompting yon to communicate 
with me is appreciated. 

In response to your inquiry, the FBI, being an inves- 
tigative agency of the Federal Government, neither makes evaluations 
nor draws conclusions as to the character or integrity of any 
organisation, individual or publication, in view of this, I want to 
assure you that I did not make the statement attributed to me. 



I am enclosing some material on the general subject 
of communism you may like to read. 



Mt 



Sincerely yours, 



NOV? 71361 

OOMM'FBI 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Belmont 



Callahan . 
Conrad — 
DnLoach. 
Evans — 
Malone — 



Sullivan 
Tave) - 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

t 

Dear Sir: 




I am enclosing an article which recently appeared in "Hie Mobile 
Press Register. " I would like very much to know if you made the 
statement attributed to you in said article. 



I am a Christian and I am interested in anything for the betterment 
of our country and I am also very willing to take a stand a gain st 
anything communist affiliated. 



I would appreciate very much hearing from you. Tbank you. 

T 

Respectfully yours, 



/•/ 
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j women a facies 
Chuvch Women Hold Meetings 

DAUPHfr WAY METHODIST; In conclusion, tf* that;, n)L r .„ . 

Mrs. M. E. Weatherby present- . *hc National Council of Churches 1 
* • Ingram on *Tbe World <* the United States is coml^l 0 ^^ 

Council of Churches** at the gen* c{ 53 unions and 38 million peo *“* ^Y 0 ** 011 **s given by 



Woman's Society of Christian S&JSS&Z ®* wud. "tnal wMcian was to * numbers 

Senice of the Dauphin Way Meth- 01 the National Council has been ' E* 818 ^ the Cunningham 

odist Church. made largely by groups that are 1 S^ cle :. James A Engine 



— - nMMiua Tf aj JHCUI* 

odist Church. 

The Council will hold its next 
meeting in New Delhi, India, this 
month at which time It will 
• anarch for the real purpose of the 
church— to know Christ and to 
j make Him known. 

• This Council was organised in 
; 1948 in Amsterdam, Holland, Mrs. 
Weatherby said, when 143 
churches joined. In 1954 the sec- 
ond meeting was held in Evans- 
ton, 111., with the theme “Jesus, 
the Light of the World.*’ 

[The council,** Mrs. Weatherby 
said, “is now composed of 170 
j churches in 50 countries and only 
{three churches in America re- 
main outside of the World Coun- 
cil. Eyen the Russian Orthodox 
Church sent observers to the last 
meeting, she said. 

Mrs Weatherby explained that 
the council “represents a basic 
T unity among the different Prot* 
asUnt inH a r~b Orthodox 



gave the invocation. 



•aslant and 
churches “ 
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Tour letter Gated November U, INI, baa beea 
received, aad the latereet which prompted year ooaail- © 
eatlag with me is appreciated. H 

While 1 veuld like te be ef assistance to you, 
the Jarlsdlctloa aad respoaslbllltles ef the y*I, strictly 
as Investigative ageacy ef the federal Government, 4 m set 
extend to furnishing evaluations er consents concerning 
the character er integrity ef aay Individual, organisation 
er publication, per year further Information, a regulation 
ef the Department ef Justice prohibits the disclosure ef 
info rant ion in cur files to ether than a ppr o pr iate agencies 
la the executive branch ef the federal Government. 1 an 
I precluded, therefore. Pres complying with your request, 
cr I an sire you will understand the necessity for this policy 
8 s and will net infer that se do er do not have in eur files 
n ^ | the infomatlea yon desire. 

* o 8 t have alvays encouraged eur eitlsens to educate 

2 thenselves te the true nature aad methods of the communist 

I movement in order that they aay Intelligently resist the 

sealous efforts ef its adherents te destroy eur fern of 
government. This knowledge also helps to avoid the danger . 

•f oon fusing communion vith legitimate; dissent on centre-, 
v6 ,7 versial issues. We cannot use vigilante action or Action 
1 outside the lav in combat lag communism aad it is the 

T.uon responsibility Writhe people te be certain of the facts * 1 

B«im o.t and then te rtfbrt -these facts te the proper authorities. v 

caiiaban If Wrssidential Directive, this bureau is charged as Who 

gpjyaaiiij ffiss'sia?*’ 

“» ™Q/ r \ 

TELETYPE UNIT O ^ J V 
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To Is on _ 
Belmont 

Mohr 

Callahan 

Sqfu 

Evans 

Malm. 



SEE NOTE ON YELLOW, PAGE TWO, 
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TELETYPE UNIT 
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la Tiff tf your littrMt La the lataraal a a cu rtty 
•f tk# Waited ft at as, I aa enclosing MTfrtl lt«u of 
literature wietnUf tM aril tkmt of oonoiln. fn 
uay iHlrt to road ay kook, "Vaster* of Doeoit," fklok La 
tha otory of so—ial— La America aad kov to fight it, 
fhifl hook obould ho available at your local library or 
bookstores. 

* SLoeoroly youro # 

X Edgar Boone 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Kaclosuree (I) 



MOTE ON YELLOW: 

Buflles coot ala no identifiable references to 
the correspondent . / 

The national Council of the Churches of Christ 
has not been investigated by the Bureau. We have kept 
abreast of the efforts of the Communist Party to Infiltrate 
lt through our over-all Investigations of the Connunlst 
Party, USA. It does not appear that the policies of this 
organization are being dictated by the Communist Party. 
(100-50869) 

. The following iteas of literature were 

cent to tha correspondent: 

1. "The Communist Party Line." 

2. "Red Goals aad Christian Ideals." 

3. "What You Can do to Pigbt Conaunism aad 

Preserve America." 

4. "Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality." 

5. "Faith In God - Our Answer to Connunlsa." 
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ovember 15,1961 



jssasyrs!' c r f inv>,ti8ati °n» 



Dear Sirs; 

country end fee l"dee Jly°con«ra e | “wt th! ! <learl7 lov * 
to eurround ua and want very am!! I! 0 !! th * Jongera that aeea 
to keep our country free. 7 " UCh *° do ** share toward helping 

g-t™ °S 8nl *®^y a other to cltlaena d lik? reedt> ? Study group, 

BBMW "III li I doubtless!* ho . diBt chu rch in 

^^Rute size! Howeveil we L5l iL2 f r heard of » consider?!^* 
aorta of talk about the^-&atioh«ii -keen hearing and reading all 
our church now belonga. ^bL°!j * I of ffhut,/vK *7 , to which 

•nd autna tip to the 2tJiem?nt thit tM. ! U if claimed ‘a a f «i£l. 

eXte ”’ lTely by th * Co-uniat. , nd 2S“}}.g; ^ e ? h J^«ed 

\ thla Inf orma t ion 0 * 1 *, a**! *«?!!!«• cannot or will not give 

Obtain the an”er^ i* ! e !kl!! ?!V ltlaan - But that I co2ld * 

SWW&SSW; ,?•» ; ffSWSffikr 

defdnltely ^ce^^tH!'" J f & ttSSPfcJ* S,""** 
National Council Sf chiJehiH #tleattn « «h»ther or not th! ry 
II Seen, to me, every p??™?! i! a £?T unl » t front 0 ?Mnl«tlon 
'(not only de«rvee 7 but M!l!' t h?. P i;!^ e S 1 * 11 *" ° f th?! co“^!' , I 

•lao help protect our rlahta an! Information, ao we can I I 

like wyaelf, want very «!-! t!^-? !. U ? e *®- So “ny other! / I 

aSSS*®? g&r 

menk you fw f what.v.r Information you have to 

RCC-JS , 

Sincerely youra. /OcJ -SO ?& 9 VI 
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November 20, 1961 

* rJfr^h *//&/ Co VfSCt >/ 

+ •.. ■ .< * r : **i 

- • ^ * .• * » 

United States Department of Justice " 

Federal. Bureau of Investigation - ..' .* ‘ 

Va eh^ nerf nn OC n n 0 •* ^ v» - ^ 



Washington 25, D.C. _ ' .;* S£&*y&. ! 

- * / •- ■ .-V. : V V- -Sr;r\ 

Dear Sirs: ■ . '..' ,'Z' 



Enclosures are a leaXl^tJ^ow Red is the Ha 
Council o f__Churches? " aSdt^l T^ greased ftnVIg 
nope you can return this leaflet to me and a sta 
concerning this leaflet or of this kind of leafl 
general. 



How Red is the National 



T. 







st or of th^l^^^riis^Churche8 o 

Ihe ftelhodiil l!Cch! f 
I am to help my people become aware of the dange 
is around us today. If these things are facts tl 
need to be awaken. 



Thank you for your help. • 



Tours truly # ~ 



IEC-9S, 



r-/( <?s n 
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November 12, 1961 






RS>» 



/o-o -Sell 9 - 



Tolsoo - 
Belmont 

Mohr 

Collator) . 
Conrad . 
DmLooch . 
Evan* . 



Sullivan . 
ToveJ , 




received. 



Tour letter of November 16, 1961, bee been 



Although I would like to be of eervice, information 
1 b FBI files must be maintained as confidential through a reguia-r^ 
tion of the Department of Justice. I regret I am unable to anSved 
jour inquiry and hope you will not infer in this connection either ji 
that we do or do not have the specific data you requested. 03 % % 

Since the manual you mentioned was issued tJTthg ^5 
Department of the Air Force, I am referring a copy of your letter ^ 
to The Honorable, The Secretary of the Air Force, Washington 25, 

D. C. , for any aid he may be able to give you. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the general 
subject of communism and religion which may be of interest to you. 



SMILED* 

NOV 2 2 1961 

CDMM-FB! 



Enclosures (4) 



Sincerely yours, 

icm HOOVER 

John Edgar Boover 
Director 
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God and Country or ComnftmiS^nT^ 

Communism: The Bitter Enemy ot Religion 
"Faith in God --Our Arawqn^fatamvnism" 

Series from "Christianity To&y^ttrCommuniBt Menace 
NOTE: Correspondent is not Identifiable in Bufiles. Copy of incoming 
referred by form to the Department of the Air Force. 

itovlj umT 0 \ 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. ~ r 

Dear Mr, Hoover* 

Please send Be copy of information or docu- 
mentation that ^.s available concerning the 
controversial lir Force Manuel and also 



O 

communist infiltration in the National 
Council of Churches, 
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MAILED 20 
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Tour letter of Noremter It, l>61 t bJ b— n 
netlvtd, tad tht tatertit fUeh prompted yea to write it 
appreciated. 

* m 

Although I would like tote of serriee, tte TO 
It aa imitiptiTi aftney of tte Foderal Goitnuant aad, ao 
each, does not wakt ertluaiioes aor draw con cl usi o n s aa to tte 
character or integrity of any organisation, ptedieation or 
individual. I ragrot that I am mbit to telp you and hope you 
will aot infer ta eoaneettoo either that wa do or do not have 
data In our flies relating to the subject of your liu f rir y. 

Enclosed la some literature dealing with tte 
gminl ate>Ject of communlein which may be of interest. ^ 



Sincerely years, 

IL Edgar Hoover 

John Edgar Hooter 

Director ^ 
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Tolson 



Coliohon 

Conrad 



Hal one 
Rosen 



<r v 



(4) A View of Reality 

Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
Td£fcfon$dte^fff|ty Line 
One Nation's Response to Communism 

fj nrr f 4 Jfcpqp|gpggdent cannot be identified in Bufilga 
( JH:lc* iS) 
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Kov 19, 1961 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Basiling ton, D.C. 



Dear sirs; 



I am quite interested in^xsteblishing a 
factual appraisal of the^Tiational '-'ouncil 
of the Ci.urci.es of Christ ana mV. 1 luUency 
"tovard socialism or communism. Any help 
you might off*r would be appreciated. 
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November 24, 1161 
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Tour letter of November 16, 1981, bee been recetvi 

Although I would like to be of service, the Jurisdict 
responsibilities of the FBI, etrlctly to investigative agency of the 
Government, do not extend to funilahiag erdiutioai or comments concerning 
the character or Integrity of nay Individual, organisation or publication. In 
addition, information in FBI files most be maintained ns confidential through 
n regulation of the Department of Justice. I am sure yon will understand 
the necessity for this policy nad will not infer either that we do or do not have 
the specific data you requested. 

In view of the Interest you expressed, 1 sa enclosing some 
literature dealing with the subject of communism sad religion. Ton may aleo 
wish to consider my book, "Masters of Deceit, " which was written in the 
hope that it would become a primer for those interested In learning the true 
nature and objectives of communism. Ton may be able to obtain a copy of 
It at your local library. 
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MAILED# ‘ 

NOV 2 4 1961 

COMM-FBI 



Sincerely yours, 
Hoover 



John Edgar floorer 
°‘ r * ctor 

iu 






^ Enc losures (4) 

fittest Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion vv 

" Fa ith in God— Our Answer To Communisfe" 
v> — God sad Country or Communism? 

SjPSrl*. trp ffbtyjUnUYjMir The ComamUt 

Corresjpnde^Vnot Id 
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MOTE: The National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) includes in its 
membership the leading Protestant churches in the country. Various 
critics of the Council, without access to factual data to support their 
assertions, have claimed this group is communist controlled or influenced. 
The FBI, of course, has not investigated the NCCC. (100-50860) 
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Kevemberlb^^^L 

»ilhi! d jr* 1 - i, ) jresu * f Inve *ticatien 

wfi B n -kI3 c t • !* U «C • 

Dear Hr, Ji»*ver: 

' AS 8 ,f the ®Br<- £ n e r. t .ti.nal Church I 

“ lct '" est ' 1 ln Wiltab the answer t. same qaestler.s ’ 
t*at have came tc aur attentlan. There has beer, a let .r 
talk el^lniutratien cf cammunlsts lnte ttfhatUr.al 
C^unen ^f Churches ■ 1 have als. been reading: in aur 

dall, nespapers .her, the c.mmani.ts have been ardered t. 
register with t*e £ avernmant. Raald It be passible far 
J»u t. give s’, an, lnf.rmati.n t. .hether the effieers 
ar belpar. af the C.uncil af Churches are sr have been 
cemmur.ist. ar giving any a.siat.nc. t. the Cammunists. 

December 6 , 1961 re are ta vete at ear meeting as 
t. whether t. derate t. this ar c aaizati.n and else the 
ameant t. be given. i per. anally am a t alnst jiving t. an 
erganlzatlen .her, part af the leader, are C.mmunlsts er 
where in, part af tb. mane, inv.lv.d g.e, t. c.mmani.ts. 

if 1 can have same autharized material an this subject 
^ will kn»w h«w t» proceed. ^ 

_ u /c>o -sc<*<*9^ %c+y 

an. yea very much far any assistance y.u car. furnish. 



r t* ^ 1 ’ 



Respectfully yeursa 



^ rtr*' 
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November 14, 1961 




Tour Utter a f November 14, 1961, hee 



30 

m 

CD| 

been receiver 1 * 



‘f Although I would r like to be of service, the FBI U * - 
strictly Ap investigative agency of the Federal Government and, aa 
such, <Som not make evaluatlone nor draw conclu alone concerning 
ani~ orgoiaation, publication or individual. In addition. Informa- 
tion in fBI flies must be maintained as confidential through a 
regulation of the Department of Justice. I am sure you will under- 
gtfend the necessity for thin policy and will not infer either that we 
do or de^not have the specific data you requested. 

With respect to your discussion, I pointed oat in my 
book, "Masters of Deceit," that it is a continuing program of the 
Communist Party to attempt infiltration of every part of our society, 
I nrim ftng religion. TbU is still true today. Fortunately, this evil 
conspiracy has not made any substantial penetration into our religious 
organisations. I would like to emphasise, however, that churches 
will continue to be important targets in the over-ell subversive plan 
af endeavoring to control our established institutions. Patriotic 
Americans must continue to take a stand against communism and 
combat it wherever possible. This opposition to communism must ~ 
be careful, constructive and positive, and It must be kept within the a »1\j 
due process of law. ^ “ 



r 



Inclosed is some literature degia| Widths adject 



of^zj&^nu|^S£ gnd^f ellglon you may wish to read. 

A Sincerely yotrs,* 1 V 

StM: 1 '"'’”"' _> JS 
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Y Bnclosures (6) 



John Bdgar Hoover 
Director 

See note and enclosures next page. 
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4 Enclosures (5) 

Faith In God — Our Answer To Communism 
Internal Security statement 4-17-61 
.God and Country or Communism? 

Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 

Series from Christianity Today - The Communist Menace 



MOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable In Bufiles. HU inquiries 
pertaUit. to communist infiltration of the NCCC. The National Council 
of Churches of Christ (NCCC) includes in its membership the leading _ 
Protestant churches in the country. Various clitics of the Co^cil, iHmwit 
access to factual data to support their assertions, have claimed this group 
is communist controlled or influenced. The FBI, of course, has not 
investigated the NCCC. (100-50869) 



/ 



* 



- 2 - 



rii 

i i 

hi •«? 



Hovenber 14, 1961 



Hr* J. Edgar Hoover, 

Office of the F.B.I., 

Washington, If. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I an writing as a minister of The First Presbyterian Church of 
who is concerned about the criticism being directed toward the National 
Council of Churches by some members_ r of my own Congregation. I am sure 
that much of their criticism is generated put of fear, because of reading 
periodicals and listening to speakers who have generated more heat than 
light on the subject. 

Therefore, I am interested in securing whatever information you can make 
available^ me as to just what percentage of the clergy who are affiliated 
with the _Sali3nal Council of Chnrches. ar e known communists. Also, what is 



with the jjallana] fimacH aL Chnrches. ar e known communists. Also, what is 
being done to rid the Council of these men? 

I am sure you share my deep concern for the peace, unity and purity of 
the Church of Christ. You know, as I do, that the Christian Church is a 
bulwark against Communism all over the world. We cannot let the church be 
split by persons reacting against the church solely out of fear. This is 
exactly what the communists want. I appreciate any assistance you can give 
me in helping to make the church stronger, and more united in the struggle 
of the spirit of man against the atheistic dialectical materialism of our 
age. 

Sincerely, 
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November 12, 1961 
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To ur tetter of November 11, 1661, ho bon 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write in 
appreciated. 

Although I woufd like to be of aervica, the FBI 
Is an Investigative af ency of the Federal Government and, a a 
puch, doea not evaluations nor draw conclusions aa to the 
character or Integrity of any organisation, publication or 
Individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope you 
will not Infer In connection either that we do or do not have 
data In our fllee relati ng to the subject of your Inquiry. 

Enclosed la aome literature dealing with the 
general subject of conununiam which may be of interact. 
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Sincerely yours, 

3. Edgar Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Encloaurea (5) Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion ^ 
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Conrad 
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Faith in God— Our Answer to Communism 
0oirmiui£st Illusion and Democratic Reality 
The Communist *Party Line 
- Ouiefciaaity Today Series 

. SEE NOTE! t NE^T PAGE 
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NOTE: Correspondent Is not identifiable in Bufiles. The 
Federal Council of Churches is another name by which the 
National Council of Churches is sometimes known. The 
National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) includes in its 
membership the leading Protestant churches in the country. Various 
critic* of the Council, without access to factual data to support their 
assertions, have claimed this group is communist controlled or influenced. 
The FBI, of course, h as not investigated the NCCC. (100-50869) 
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Federal Bureau of investigation; 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sirs: 



1 ***** watched several controversial panels 
on T. V. in regard to communists infiltrating the Federal 
Council of Churches. I am deeply concerned about this 
and would like to know if you have any factual information 
regarding this matter either pro or con. 

My specific church has shown several films 
such as ’Operation Abolition’ and 'Red Trap’. So we are 
well aware that the Communists are often very subtle. Do 
send me any information you may have in regard to the 
O Federal Council of Churches. 



Sincerely, 

T 



/s/ 
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November 11* 1961 
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Your letter of November 15, 1961, has been received. 

Although 1 would like to be of service, the FBI is strid 
an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, dd» 
not make evaluations nor draw conclusions concerning the character 
integrity of any individual, organisation or publication. In light of the 
foregoing, I am unable to comment regarding the group you named. 

With respect to your discussion, I would like to clarify 
my position on the subject of communism and religion. In my book, 
" Ma sters of Deceit, " I pointed out that it is the continuing program of 
the Communist Party to attempt infiltration of every part of our society, 
tm riiuw religion. This is still true today. Fortunately, this evil 
e&sptrftcy has not made any substantial penetration into our religious 
organizations. I would like to emphasize, however, that churches will 
continue to be Important targets in the over-all plan of endeavoring to 
‘ ^control our established institutions, and we must remain alert to any 
« atte&pts to replace our tr a di tion s with the atheistic philosophy 

^^pf c gnm u pt sm. 

i iq enclosing some material on communism which may 
be of assistance to you. . . 

iwuasQ Sincerely yours, I/'**' 

* NOV 2 1 1551 
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John Edgar Hoover 
Director >* 
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Enclosures (5) 

Internal Security statement 4-17-61 

Faith in God — Our Answer To Communism 

The Communist Party Line 

Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 

Series from Christianity Today - The Communist Menace 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. The National Council 
of Churches of Christ (NCCC) includes in its membership the leading 
Protestant churches in the country. Various critics of the Council, 
without access to factual data to support their assertions, have claimed this 
group is communist controlled or influenced. The FBI, of course, has not 
investigated the NCCC. (100-50869) 
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Dear Sir 



Could you help clear some confusion in my under- 
standing? Do you believe that th<F ?lstlonal Counci l 
of Churches, is Communistic? 

In recent weeks I have been shown two articles, both 
quoting you, and each drawing a conclusion} and 
the two conclusions are mutually exclusive* I am 
beeinning to think that you, like the Bible , are 
being quoted to prov* whatever the speaker's pre- 
determined position is. Within one week I heard 
two sermons --one antl-National Council and one 
pro-Natioaal Council— each quoted you. 

Please, what do you believe? I have concluded 
the only way I cap know your opinion is to do 
Just what I am doing— ask youl 

I hope you can help me arrive at a better under- 
standing of the position individual Christians 
should take in relation to church organizations. 



^Very truly yours. 




/ 6* - ' 

1 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 
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November 14, INI 



Your tetter dated Nonnter II, INI, teas 



AlQw«h I would Uk» to tea of aenriee, 
Information in FBI files most tea maintained as 
through a regulation of the Department of Justice. I regret 
I am unable to answer jour Inquiry and hope you will not 
Infer In this connection either that we do or do not have the 
specific data you requested. 

Enclosed is some material dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of Interest to 



■n 



Sincerely yours, 

t Edgar Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

end Country or Communism? 
emu security Statement 
— Our Answer to Communism*' 
pie Bitter Enemy of Religion) 
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Christianity fosiy Series — (The Communist Menace) ( 
SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE . ** 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 

The World Council of Churches is allegedly composed of most of the 
Christian churches throughout the world except the Roman Catholic 
Church and certain small sects. Bufiles contain no identifiable information 
of a derogatory nature concerning this organisation. Many inquiries have 
been Received regarding communist infiltration of this organisation. 
(100-231551) 

The National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) includes in its 
membership the leading Protestant churches in the country. Various 
critics of the Council, without access to factual data to export their 
assertions, have claimed this group is communist-controlled or influenced. 
The FBI, of course, has not investigated the NCCC. (100-50869) 
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Director of F. B. I. 

U. S. Dept, of Justice 
Pennsylvania Ave.-9th St. Northwest 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir; 



Would you kindly send me information regarding 
subversive activities within taxational Council o f Churches an d 
World Council of Churches alsolnfiltration of churches in America. 
Thank you 



Sincerely, 










I have received your letter of November 16, 



with lta enclosure. 



In connection with your inquiry, this Bureau, 
an strictly an investigative agency of the Federal Government, 
does not draw conclusions nor make evaluations as to the char- 
acter or integrity of any organization, publication or individual. 
I regret 1 am unable to help you and hope you will not infer that 
we do or do not have data pertaining to the subject about which 
you asked. 1 

Enclosed is some material which mi gh t be of 
assistance together with the pamphlet you sent. 



NOV 2 11361 

I 

— Enclosures (S) 



Sincerely yours, 

0. Edgar Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Communism and Religion in the United States - Mr. Sum van £\ 
Christianity Today series - The Communist 6 

Correspondent's enclosure " v (4, 
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MOTE: Correspondent wrote October 18, 

Educational Guild, be. , and UNICEF. She was advised that the FBI 
did not make evaluations; however, she was also advised that the Cinema 
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Li*. J. Ed-nr Hoover 

Federal Fureau of Investigation 

Fas' i^ton 71 1 D. C. 



X5 



Cear «r. Hoover; 

A f®- vseeks a^o I v T tr» **<*, eo tcernin" the fret that -«e ~“re 
hnvi $;-e ''rr.'ole in our cormuaity in regard to pharr lets being 
distributed against TJHICEF. H'lTID KATICT3 etc. Hot they are beii 
v.idely distributed agrdnsPzATTCiAL C'HITIIL C? CZuTiCESS as -or en- 
closed rhar.plet. " ~~ 

I appreciated very nuch your rsply to ny le-t letter and I «c 
sure that you ill he aj.le to help "ith this. 

yv.is ^roup cf neo"le /.'ho ar: circulating these “h'-n-lets ere 
causing so r.uch trouble in the churches. 

he need some de finite facts concerning the Hetior.r.l Ocinsil 
cf Churches or a state rent ii rc g- rd to then. 

:.e h.cve not been able to find out anythin" about the Tax lex ( 
ho. 31 or Che Independent America, 

An'- heir a lor. this line •ill be appreciated. 
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. ^ tt#r * November IB, mi, hu been received, 

and the interest which prompted you to write in appreciated. 
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► 



Although I would like to be of service, information in 
FBI files must be m ai nt a in ed as confidential through a reg ulati on of the 
Department of Justice. 1 regret that I am unable to answer your inquiry 
and hope you will not Infer in this connection either that we do or do not 
have the specific data you requested. 




In my book, "Masters of Deceit, " I pointed out that it is 
a co n ti n ui n g program of the Communist Party to attempt infiltration of 
every part of our society, including religion. This is still true today, 
fortunately, this evil conspiracy has not made any subetaMial penetra- 
— lnf€our*eligloos organisations. I would like to emjftmaiserhowever. 
ehigcheffill continue to be important targets in the over-alf subver- 
sive plan of endeavoring to control our established institutions. -Patriotic 
Americqps must continue to take a stand against communism andcomhet 
4t wherever possible. This opposition to communism must be careful 
constructive and positive, aad it must be kept within the doe process 
nf law. 3 - ^ 
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NOV 21 1561 



^closed is some literature which may be "of a sdisi aacs 



COMM-FB1 







Sincerely yours, 

A Edgar tiooyst, 



John Bdgar Hoover 
Director 
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4*17*61 Internal Security Statement 
Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 
"Faith in God— Our Answer To Communism" 

The Communist Rarty Line 

The Communist Menace: Series from "Christianity Today" 



NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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Kovenfcer 1$, 1961 



Mr, J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C* , 



Dear Mr, Hoover:- 



fy a Fio*al Count' I 



f ah*.** 



I an exceedingly wearied by the unfounded chargee of communism 
against the ministers and churches. These wild charges are made with no 
documentary support, and yet the public is sadly confused* 



In the interests of truth can you tell me if there is any evidence f 
these accusations? Have you ever had in your records the name of a ninistej 
who was avowedly communist, or do you enow of any Christian church or Chris 
ian organisation that has become dang^^ja^ communist? 

I will appreciate your* evaluation of these charges* v 

\ Thanking you, I am Ht , r> :c.; ? 

Very truly yours, 



foCE v. 
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Tour letter of November IS, 1961, has been 
received, and I want to thank you for your kind atatement. 



e 



Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations nor draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organisation, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope you 
will not infer in this connection either that we do or do not have 
data in our files relating to the subject of your inquiry. I hope 
you will understand why, as a matter of policy, we cannot 
recommend any other source for obtaining this information. 




Enclosed Is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 



Sincerely yours, 

& Edgar Hoover 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



S F 

nl ~ 

CD£ ^ 

s 3 

© - 



Qu» 



Tola on _ 
Belmont 



Enclosures (4) 

The Deadly Contest 
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Callahan . 
Conrad — 
DwLooch. 
Evans — 



The Commiidisf'P 
One Nation's Response to Communism 
fc’6 i 



Malone 
Rosen . 



Sullivan 
TaveJ - 
T totter . 
Tele. Room 
Ingram 
Gandy 
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NOTE: Correspondent cannot be identified in Bufiles. The Federal 
Council of Churches was an early name for the National Council of 
Churches of Christ. 

The National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) includes in its 
membership the leading Protestant churches in the country. Various 
critics .of the Council, without access to factual data to support their 
assertions, have claimed this group is communist controlled or influenced. 
The FBI, of course, has not investigated the NCCC. (100-50869) 
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11 - 13-61 

Dear Mr Hoover 

_I%j|^yjery active member of the First Christian 
Church offfMHB and have been reading how much the 
communis t^av^mutrated into our churches. 

. c 

One article is about the National Council of Churches. 
was known as the Federal Council of Churches! 

Is there anyway in which I can get more information 

on this ? 



If this is wrong in asking you for this information I 
am very sorry, but you are one person I still trust. 



i 



Thank you 
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November 60, 1961 

> 




received, and the interact which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 




Although I would like to be of eerrlee, the FBI 
ie an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations nor draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organisation, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope you 
will not infer in this connection either that we do or do not hare 
data in our files relating to the subject of your inquiries. 



,x * 

. « - 



I 

r 






Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 



Sincerely yours, 



LEdgar Hqqmk 

John Edgar Bbover 
Director 
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the United States by Assistant Director 
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*Falth in GodvOpriAnsJtsr to Communism" 
e Comswatf I -flftrtyifctae tyfft Wl 

tianlty Today Series (The Communist Menace) _ 

NOTE: Correspondent cannot be identified in Butyles. Signature name used 



Suiltvon 

Tovet 



addr^&s correspondent since she could be^eiag mother's letterhead. 
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J. Edgar Hoover 

Director of Federal Bureau of Investigation 



Dear Mr. Hoover: . , 

t he » .U -X ^ ^ 

. I _ 0ur 10081 w - s - c * s * 1188 Joined with the National Council 
j of _ Churc b y majority vote. What connection is there with +h<« "'** 

organization and communism? I've been informed and have heard the 
National .Council of Churches is Communistic— is this true? An please 
instruct me as to what extent it is. I would appreciate your personal 
views and comments. Other Churches that I know of personnally, have 
pulled away from this organization because of the dangers of becoming 
infiltrated and associated with Communist front organizations. We have 
around 30 members in our W. S. C. 8. and I will send the names to you if 
you information would be best cfent to them directly. There* s a great 
need for them to know- many are ignorant of the truth, I feel. They need 

to . °f 8walcen f d » 88(1 soon, or we will no longer be free. Please tell me Just 
what the truth is about this matter and it would be effective, I feel if 
each member could receive information directly, from your office*. I 
dread to think of the consequences if all these small churches are 
dealing^ 1 * communlst f ™ 1 organization by this type of underhanded 



Most Sincerely yours. 
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Not* mb* r SO, INI 



Dear 

Tour l*tt*r of Nor*mb*r 15, 1061, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to writ* If 
appreciated. 



n i 



Although 1 would Ilk* to b* of ferric*, the FBI 
U an lnr**tigatlT» agency of the Federal Government and, a* 
such, doe* not make eraluatlonf nor draw conclueione a* to the 
character or Integrity of any organisation, publication or 
Individual. I regret thajt I am unable to help you and hope you 
will not Infer In this connection either that w* do or do not hare 
data In our files relating to the subject of your Inquiry. 

Enclosed Is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of Interest. 
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Sincerely yours, 

I. Edgar Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Faith in God— Our Answer to Communism 



Assistant Director William C. Sullivan’s speech of 
.^The Cemmuaist: Party Line H' ’ ^ ^ 

™'Cnrl*nanity “Today Series— (The Communist Menace) 
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NOTE: Co rre sp o ndent cannot be identified in Bufiles. 

The National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) includes in its 
membership the leading Protestant churches in the country. Various 
critics of the Council, without access to factual data to support their 
assertions, have claimed this group is communist controlled or influenced. 
The FB^at course, has- not investigated the NCCC. (100-50869) 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Chief 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Some of us recently in our community, and more particularly in our 
church, have been concerned about the alleged leiWing or communist 
tendencies of some portions of the program operational Council of 
Churches of Christ of America., — 



We are particularly concerned about what appears to be this organiza- 
tion’s stand on the admission of Red China to the United Nations, the 
recognition of Red China by the United States and the abolition of the 
House Unamerican Activities Committee. 

i 

So that we may arrive at an informed conclusion with respect as to 
whether or not this organization is at all subversively inclined or has 
had perhaps communists or fellow travelers working in the organiza- 
tion, I would greatly appreciate it if your office could forward to me 
at the above address any information that you have with respect to 
this organization. 
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Dear 



received. 



Tour letter of November 10 and enclosure have been 



With respect tp pour inquiry, the FBI is strictly an 
investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, neither 
'jSLheajevaluatioos nor draws conclusions as to the character or 
. integrity of any organization, publication or individual. In view of 
the foregoing, 1 can assure you that 1 have never made the statement 
attributed to me. 1 have always pointed out that the comminute ^lm 
is to penetrate and control all mass-type organizations otoor society, 
including our churches. Fortunately, however, this atheffctic menace 
has not made any substantial penetration into our religious institutions. 

C1U i; * 

— i Enclosed you will find some material an thy genenal 

KBSgfcSI of Aommunlsm you mny find pertinent at this timer «-? 
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The Deadly Cpntest - .1 
What Does the Future Sold? 
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Belmont _ Fa ith In God— Our "Answer toffcmmunism 
T he Communist P^jftuhe 
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Mr. J . Edgar Hoover 

Director Federal Bureau of Investigation 
BInth It Pennsylvania 
Washington 25, D. C. 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Enclosed you will find newspaper article entitled 
Church Women Hold Meetings - Dauphin Way Methodist." 

Since theTNatlonal Counrii g£ rw^ f F n... taken 
such an active part in trying to have the House Un-American 
activities Committee abolished, I have decided to do some 
investigating about the National Council of Churches. 

The newspaper (Mobile Press Register, Wednesday, 
November 8, 1961), says that Mrs. Weatherby stated that you 
had pointed out that "Criticism of the National Council has 
been made largely by groups that are antl-Conmunist, but also 
non-Christian." 

Would you please be kind enough to give me your 
exact statement with regard to National Council . 

I am a member of the Board of Stewards of 
H^Methodist Church. 



sim 



■■JT/ig h t 



Very truly yours. 
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Church Women Hold Meetings 



DAlTfflNttAY METHODIST 

Mrs. M iTfaeatherby prasent- 
ed « program on , *Tbe World 
Council of Churches" at the g«*| 
era] meeting yesterday el 
Woman's Society of 

Service of the PaMPflp W>y UTOe - mT% ‘ 

odist Churchy L mftdt ltrgel> by groups that ire g ivt tbs invocation. 

The Council will hold Its next' 



A 



la conclusion, she elated that ; antt Oaranuntol. 
the National Council of Churches ! Qu taian " 
of the United Sutes to composed' ^ vu ^ jjr* 

of » unton. and S nUhon P»| , ^ m 

pte. “J Edgar Hoowtr hat point- ! jL to M 

ad out/* she said, “that criticism 



the National Council has been 



guetU by the Jimmie Cunningham 
Circle. Mrs. James A. Erskine 



a 



meeting in Nev Delhi. India, this 
month at which time it will 
eaarch for the real purpose of the 
church— to know Christ and to 
make Him known. 

This Council was organised in 
IMS in Amsterdam. Holland. Mrs. 
jWeatherby said, when M? 
churches joined. In 2154 the aeq 
ood meeting was held in Evan 
ton. 111., with the theme **Jetu 
the Light of the World.” 

“The council/' Mrs. Weatherby 
rjtaid, "is now composed of 170 
([churches in SO countries and only 
vthree churches in America re* 
knain outside of the World Coon- 
Ifil Even the Russian Orthodox 
(Church aant observers to the last 
'«eting, she aaid. 

I Mrs. Weatherby explained that 
Jbe council "represents a basic 
•fnity among the different Prot 
Want and Greek Orthodox 
churches." 



7 / > chic 0( (Xs 



ASHLAND PL. METHODIST 
1 The booklet “Jesus Christ, the 
Light of the World." which wiD be 
weed at the third eaeembly of the 
[World Council of Churches, was 
l reviewed by Mrs. H. W. Eiaer 
Jr. at the meeting of the Women's 
.Society of Christian Service « 
Ashland Place Methodist Church! 
(other members participating ill 
•ogram wart Mesdames Frank 
Ellis Jr.. Ivan Hickson. Earl Du- 
Job and Heron Lord. 

: Mrs. Travis Reeves concluded 
like program and worship with the 
•prayer that will be used at the 
^Assembly to New Delhi, India, 
•this month. 

Mr*. C. E. Ware, president, 
ive the invocation at the hinch- 
«on. which eras served by the 
j Stella rtwtM-tt-nmj cirtie > 



Mobile Press Register 
Mobile, Alabama 
November 8, 1961 
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November 16, 1661 
AIRMAIL 
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Tour latter Qf November 12, 1961, has boon 
reeefred, and the Interact .which prompted you to write In 
appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
In an Investigative agency of the Federal Government and, an 
nuch, does not make evaluations nor draw conclusions as to the 
character or Integrity of any organisation, publication or 
Individual. I regret that 1 am unable to help you and hope you 
urtll not infer in this connection either that we do or do not have 
data in our flies relating to the subjects of your Inquiry. 

* Enclosed Is some literature dealii* with the 

general subject of communism which may be of interest 
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MAILED 20 

NOV 161961 



Sincerely yours. 



r Hoover 
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John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Iosuren (I) A View of Reality 

to toSuiaml^' 
O Kma owm id H on and Democratic Reality 
The Communist Party Um 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Gentlemen: 

During recent months some young men in our town have been 
calling to our attention the dangers of communism which we all need 
to know about. It so happens that almost all of them are members of 
the church which my family and have been members for a number of 
years. 




I am coming to you with a problem which is presenting itself and 
causing trouble within our church. As you probably know the Methodist 
church is quite highly organized. Now this group has been very much 
against anything that is not strictly "local.” They feel when we take 
part in anything outside our local church we are forwarding "socialism" 
and also that we havg-Hcommunistlc” leaders. Today we were presented 
literature against the National Council of Churches. 



I realize that you have many problems much more important 
than this but I felt that I must know the truth about this insofar as 
you are able to tell me. I am a public school teacher, a graduate 
of Indiana State College at Terre Haute (which is also coming in for its 
share of criticism) and teach the Senior High School class in oir church. 
We have a son in the Army in Korea and 4 other children, so you see 

we have a large stake in this country of ours. 

▼ 

I do want to do what is right and to be a good citizen. Could 
you please tell me or send literature on the status of the Methodist 
Church & the National Council of Churches in regard to Communism - 
also what is your attitude toward the Birch Society. 



Thank you so much. 



Very truly yours, 



0 /> 
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8. We need this information badly before Nov. 20, as we have an 
' important meeting on that date at which time this prohlem is likelv 
J, j\ to arise. 
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Your letter of Norember 7 1061 * 

«jetl?»d, and the latereat wfcdch prompted you to write to 
•Wrwtatod. I .too to ttoj ki^T 
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in an lt ^ 1 ^ “kt to bt of wrrtet, tho fBI 

* th. Federal Gorerameirt mad. u 
1 “° r eooeluaionf m to the 

°* lBt Hrtty of any orfanisation, publlcet ton or 

^ 1 *® UMbl§ to you and hopa you 
T~ lnf#r *® eoanaetion aithar that we do or doaot i»v» 

fcu to our rn.. ratottof to th. «bj^Tr^ta££ 

■> Sncloaad la noma literature dealiiw with tha 

fanaral aubjaet of eomnmniam which may baoftSaraat. 

•tooaraly you ra, 

I, Edgar Hoover 
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Mr. J, Edgar Hoover. 

F.B.L 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: When I learn of the vast influence and 
extensive connections of the NCCC I singly shudder. I 
vould giv^jthe world if you iifould give us some information 
about The- ffational Council of Churches . I have, as most all 
honest people do, greatest confidence in you. 

Sincerely 
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sf CkrUtUa U|Mi 

V»o41ud Bills. California 
Boveaber 6, 19&1 



Francis Walter, CktlmB 
Bouse Un-American Activities Coaaittee 
Bouse Office Building 
Vaakla(tof, B. C. 

^ Cr^r.r.L t>P 

Bear Birt / /} ,r*6'~ 




/. / f rf- 



Our Coaalttaa (Conaittaa af Christian Ujrati) vu orfiilMl 
__ for the purpoaa af bringing abaut a change la pell etas af the 
fW/ national Counell of ghurcoaa d Car 1 st. Our group la appaaad to 
the Idea of the Bat tonal Counoil asking proBouacaaents on political 
aad oconoalc aattara In the aaae of 59*000,000 Protestants. Bn* 
cloned are copies of two full pa go advert Is eaents ahlch act out 
our ▼lava* 



to ua 



c / 






Za doing our research wo ha re coae across aoaa things vnlch 

are suite disturbing! 

/ ^ - - V. T - .*> 

1. B. iThom (active In the B.C.C.) aad a Methodi st alnistor 
st Fresno, node a speech be lore the Fifth Aseeablj of B.C.C* 
(Bee. 6, I960) cendeaalng the fils, "Operation Abolition", 
aad contending it was all a lie* 

2, Christian Centurj Magadan, issue of Jan. 6, 1961, had an 

T article, "Operation Abolition" bj B. 1. Moon, repeating 

what ha said before the B.C.C. asseably. Za taa sane 
issue aas an editorial, "Abolish B.U.A.C." 

5. Vha article bj B. f • Moon aad the editorial acre reprinted 
on one page (front aad back) by Christian Centurj. the 
> ^sfihleago Coaalttee to Befead the Bill of Bights, Suite 111, 
189 Bast Madison St., Chicago 2, Illinois, apparently 
paid for aad distributed these reprints through churches 
and other avenues. Be have a copy In our possession. 

4, A letter dated January 2b, 19bl, on the letterhead af 
Chicago Coaalttee to Befead the Bill af Bigots, Indicates 
that it la a nee organisation whose primary purpose is ta 
abolish the Bouse Va-Aaerieaa Activities Ceaaittee. Be 
have a photostat of this letter In ser possession* 
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fh« iori rtMtfflh that our Coaalttaa has 4eM t tha sort •• 
haeoaa aoavlaeed that tha Batioaal Council af Churchaa has lta oaa 
ua ta grind la opposing, wita etarj aaaas at lta eaauaad, tha 
louaa Wn-Aaarleaa Activities Coaalttaa aad ta a aoaawhat Xaaaar 
Aagraa tha Federal Bureau af Investigation. 

Our Coaalttaa aaa aot halp hut foal, attar eonaldarahle 
atudj, that tha Rational Cauaeil af Chureaaa aa aoa argaalaad 
aad operand la a aaaaea ta hath Church aad State. We regret 
that thaj aara aot thoroughly investigated hj jour Coaalttaa at 
tha tiae of tha Air Forea Manual episode. 



flaaarely, 



Coaalttaa of Chrlatlaa Lajaaa 
-T.O. Jox 285 

Woodland I 111a ( California 




C/a ta Nr. /. Edgar leaver 

Coagraaaaaa Walter /add 
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November 14, 1961 




“77 i 



DeirflHV 

a 

Tour letter of November 4 has been received, 
and the thought prompting you to write is appreciated. 

With respect to your Inquiry, the FBI U strictly 
an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, 
neither makes evaluations nor draws conclusions as to the char- 
acter or Integrity of any organisation, publication or Individual. 

In view of the foregoing, I can assure you that I have not made 
any statement along the lines you mentioned In your commu ni ca t i on . 

Enclosed you will find some material on the gen- 
eral subject of communism which may be of Interest to you. 
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NOV 141961 
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Sincerely yours, 
iL Edgu Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Tele. Room 

Ingram 

Gandy 



Enclosures (S) 

What Does the Future Hold? 

The Deadly Contest 
4-61 LEB Introduction 
Internal Security statement 4-17-61 
The Communist Party Line 

is not identifiable In Bufilelt. 
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Mr. Tir«l_ 
So renter 4 SfoA :te *' 

7l26, RqQBI — 

Mr. fagn 
Miaa Gandy. 



Mr. J. Xdgar Hoover 

federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, 2). C. 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 



* M»rt .Ml, back; a friend .f .in. had reed to her by her Mnl.fr a etaf meat .hleh 



HI 



•* ld *“ “** * yo “- In *“? r- «re to hare etaf d the 751 hM »d. 

a complete Inre.tieatlon of the National Council of ChurctjfrnH , oual m eoBDUnl , t 



Influence whateoer er* 



II 



X Muld appreciate knowing If you had. each a ot.tenent, and If .0 when and where tjft 



to. that In further conrer.atlon. I Mght quote you accurately on thl. .abject 



Sincerely, 
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November 6, INI 







. . ft 

Tour letter of October 91. 1961, has bml ® 
received, tad the interest which prompted you to write I# 2* 
appreciated. _ 




Although l would Ilk* to bo of service, tho FBI 
to an Investigative agency of tho rodorol Government and, u 
• uc * l » Soes not make evaluations nor draw conclusions ao to tho 
character or integrity of any organisation, p ublicatio n or 
individual. I rogrot that 1 am unablo to help you and bopo you 
will not lnfor In thlo connection olthor that wo do or do not have 
data in our fllos relating to the subjects of your inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 
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Tola on _ 

Belmont 



Collohon . 

Conrad 

DeLooch . 
* Evens . 




Malone . 



Sincerely years, 

A Edgu Hoorn 

John Edgar Bo over 
Director 

Y&" & 
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NOTE: Correspondent U not identifiable In Buttles. 
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(NOTE continued next page) 




(NOTE continued) ' ^ 

The Nati onal Council of Churches of Chriet (NCCC) includes In its 
membership the leading Protestant churches in the country. Various 
critics of the Council, without access to factual data to support their 
assertions, have claimed this group is communist controlled or influenced. 
The fBIf of course, hu not lnyestlgsted the NCCC. (100-50869) 

The World Council of Churches is allegedly composed of most of the 
Christian churches throughout the world except the Roman Catholic 
Church and certain small s£cts. Bufiles contain no identifiable information 
of a derogatory nature concerning this organisation. Many inquiries 
have been received regarding communist infiltration of this organ i sa t io n . 

(100-131551) 
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J. Edgar Hoover 
Wash. D. C. 

Dear Sir; 



There has beei/Sjgreat of reference to communistic 
ideas in connection with thqsa tional Council of Churches and 
the World Council of Churces. I am interested in material in 
regard to this - Our church people seem to be so soft on this 
idea and ready to accept an organization that is endorsed by 
the church-- — 

t 

Please send me any free information on the above. 

Thank you for your many years of work, for a 
better nation and world——— 



T 



Sincerely, 



/•/ 
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Tour lot Ur of Octobor SI, 1981, with oaeloouro, 
hu been received, tad the Interest which prompted you to write 

is appreciated. T 

$ 

Although I would like to bo of service, the FBI 
Is on InTOstigotlTO ogoncy of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not naJa evaluations nor draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organisation, publication or 
individual. I regret that l am unable to help you and hope you 
will not infer In this connection either that we do or do not have 
data in our files relating to the subject of your inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest, together 
with the stamped self-addressed envelope you sent 



NOV 6 -1961 



Sincerely yours, 



X Edgar Hooas 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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' A View of Reality 
The Deadly Contest 
I Communist IUusion A Dem( 
U The ^SmiiuillhfTV^Tine 
' Correspond^’*. Enclosure 
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MOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufilea. 

Hie Nati onal Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) includes in Its 
membership the leading Protestant churches in the country. Various 
critics' of the Council, without access to factual data to support their 
assertions, hare claimed this group is communist controlled or influenced. 
The FBI, of course, has not investigated the NCCC. (100-50869) 
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J, Ed far Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Yfeshington, D. C. 

Gentlemen: 

I am hearing: and reading more and 
more about oonmunlsta and commu- 
nistic trends in the nTetlonal __ 
Council of Churches of Christ in the 
~U.s.A. and the \;orld Counoil of 
Churches in -the United States. 

Any material or information you 
could supply me on this subject 
would be* appreciated. 



i 




F.S. I am enclosing a stamped self- 
addressed envelope. 
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November 3, 1961 




I have received jour letter ol October 27, 1961. 
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While I would like to be of eervice, the FBI, as 
an investigative agency of the Federal Government, does not 
famish comments or evaluations concerning the character or 
integrity of any individual, organisation or publication. Con- 
sequently, 1 am unable to be of assistance in connection with 
your inquiry, although 1 fan advise you that the organization you 
mentioned has never been the subject of investigation by this 
Bureau. 
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interest to you. 



Enclosed is some material which may be of 



Sincerely yours. 



& Edgar Hoover 
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John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Tola 



Belmont 
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Enclosures (S) 

Organizations Designated Under Executive Order No. 10450 
4-17-61 Internal Security Statement 
The Communist Party, USA— 9-61 'Social Order” 

ThetyPonvnuiiBr Putty Line ^ o St 

The Christianity Today Series— The Communist Menace 

t ^ T v*3 br^C' 

NOTferAuUes contain no identifiable derogatfjry -lAlormation regarding 

correspondent. The National Council of Ghtif&hes of Christ QfCCC) includes 
in its membership the leading Protestant churches in the country. Various 

mm 4 
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critic 8 of the Council, without access to factual data to support their * ' 
assertions, have claimed this group is communist controlled or 
influenced. The FBI, of course, has not investigated the NCCC. (100-50869) 
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October 27 , 1961 



J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I am anxious to receive a statement from you concerning 
your own evaluation of tthTNatlonal Council of Churches of 



. Christ in America. I am sure you are a wa i'fc TTia C ' you 1 ** re — 

often quoted as saying that the organisation Is Comrnmlst- 
rldden. 

You undoubtedly have had many such inquiries. If 
something has been prepared by your office which will 
make unnecessary a personal reply, please forward it. I 
will be deeply grateful. 
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^ O 5 Tour letter of October XI, 1661, with encloSO&s* ^ 
has been received, and the Merest prompting you to co mm u nl cij e *■” 
wlfR jie^fcaBpreclated. ~ r 

«- of© — 



ot; 

i - - 




~ With respect to your comments, I am thoroughly 
famigar tf^ Assistant Director William C. Sullivan’s presentation 
In DaiUs.^Jcnow It contained hard-hitting statements against coaunu- 
wUmj n allHft aspects, Including the field of religion, and ft m ad e the 
very Jirtinent point that ihls menace must be met by all ouraltlsens 
In the^&ost effective and rational manner possible. He pointed oat 
that qpr churches have remained a continuing target In the ever -all 
fdmnQ&st program of endeavorli* to infiltrate our established 
IgbtitubShs, and we must remain alert to each efforts to subvert mar 
way of jU%. Sr 

t It Is vitally essential that all of as be certain £ the facts 

In conspiracy since the erroneous Imputation ef co mmuni sm 

aid^Jt* Suae by dividing and weakening our people when they need to be 
united and strong in order to defeat It. £ ^ 

, « „ makSAasle WMive ^ e 

I 8 hi t [J /I to f , 

*‘ <wt j. Edgar Wf* 7 M 

fc&I-insiicE 

John Hnovep rH 

>H\£l Director i 

tf l 5? 5*8| 
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•f* Bufiles contain no Information identifiable wfth correspoodenUAn 1 

wftn the "Woman’^SOcii 



no information of a derogatory nature identifiable , 

Jhi s response discussed with Mr. 8ullivaiv> 
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Edgar Hoover 

ttaited States Department of Justice 
Washington, 26, D.C 



October 21, 1961 
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Dear Mr. Hoover: 
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• •••< ii :t<r . 
atl*. Ku ?S_ 



Re: Humber of ministers unwittingly 

aiding the Communist movement 



at nan S”tm£ ^Thursday 8 to I 'the h ^ f?H » # ?b 1 1 “W"* »»* .tzfS 

wlttinclv h«lD tb. _ the * . 5 t that the Proportion who uny 

clinoiSg* Cormuniat movement 1. exceedingly araall.--.ee 77 

ir* ^ 

battling °f Church.. M 

it must be the unusual mini*+*Y» •>,» wrn n+r^nfl XDer f en ? € I* €re that 

ssssss^r* 

J. gxve * rew examples: (as basis for these opinions) 



Council of'c^ScVf Et 7 2S£wi t vw r * 00r J of the Hatiftal r 
Louisiana: to we’s®}; tef «nf^f™lT ChUrch ’ ?hr^eoo»-t, 
with firm conviction and only after lonv * u ™ a J 1 on, we Conclude 
the Rational Council of ChSrch« « ?: n ? ® t “ <3y “f nrgyer,' tbn , 

«id operated, i. a harmful and higM^dfeuriStito?!^?^ 3 ) \ 
..Articles written bv elerw W>in wr4444 M «iw . . . . _ V -l 



I ^ onlf in%ve™^Ite“!f®?if ( 

:£ 3&L 

Methodist church? i esno C &lif^n?; h «Z n ! pastor the First 

; «sss.*!: scs 

fonn ofa novie c^led ^OoSatioi^sl!???? 1 coantr y in the 
1 the same cage is the senUnc?^?? ^^ on * ' At ‘* h ® *>$tom of 
on page 4 i t the 11 i? not honest movie > And 

do”* With the following n suggesti^ iC ili en T^ tled C#a you L 

v v/5 organization is niannto to «W?L If you he&r th£t « 1 

4\^ ^ii.\^n^ M % a ^k^^%^oer^aae°M:’nft £ Sow^Jfv 

V ' / KriS : * 

St6t * a - JSr*7r T OTen tv-owbout tie Xnited r>L 






.c^ain&r^ij:^!- ^letter, , 

OhalrmS^-tK'iliilfirrS^: -D 

’ 1 *!^*^*° oen t »Sfeul€fe?; 
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re calling the Anti-Commu( Jsts "super-patriots" 
; J®? ue fo r Kay, llei, which gl 



3, 

I i'ZZl* iffipmmttgai X§Z, Issue for Kay, 1*61,' which gives 

ImSi LSL?? w ° r £ of ?*,• « JJlien J. Reiser at the five Christian 
?§5j .Workshops held in the Washington Conference in Kerch of 

"S; .S 1 ; er ga Y e ®P ec J al attention at each of the Workshops to 
t / re f t of Corrmunism, and the Church's responsibility. ‘Such well 

ciubfi 1 * 6 ?^??^ 8 a rL*? e ^9^ Birch Society, Pro-America, the Freedom 
SSSfiiiiS* HoU8e Un-American Activities Committee and ©ther;«*uper- 
patriotic groups tends to exaggerate the threat of internal Conmunism 
to the American Way of life,' said Dr. Reiser." 



T5 e of t ? e Kellogg church I still attend told me this 

summer, in reference to "Operation Abolition"* "How can you beiieve 
it is good i It is complete fabrication," /O — 

ya g|f 



fiUJflti?? 6 . 0 ?? S4n<3ay material, as sponsored by our church 

_ presume ministers are included in this group* 



farther and *farther av:ey from ectuel Bible study. This i® a whole 
subject in it«®lf— but I win give one example. For 3 month® ls®t 
year ray 3rd grade son and my 4th grade granddaughter (in separate 

*2 or children total) studied the Lord's Praver at 

2%? f J? ne llne T ' er ^d the following 3 month® 

studied the following persons at ebout the rate of 2 Sundays for each 
person listed: St, Francis of A**i*i; Kichael Puoin: George Wa®hi^rrton 
Carver; Helen Keller; Karie Curie; and Jane Adam®. All good neop^T 
®aj erife -* y**- Bu J ^oint is that for 6 months these 
2*? a . Ve £[ few actual stories. This i® fron th® Group 

T r £ S i< m£teri 2. 1 4. of the Con * r€flr£ ‘tiona’> Church, end is 
revised, I believe. But we areT^t ha^oy with the revised book® 

< h ? v f lePP Blble 8torieP th£ h this. The cuarterly 
containing this materiel is/ called "Wonders of God", end wa* used 7 

during A^ril,i:av and JUne. The ouarterly cabled "The Lord's Praver" 
preceded "Wonders of God", and was use* during Ja-uaryT FebruSy^ 



wtonJSr.? 16 ®??r rea * onp S2£e» I feel I must disagree vdth I'r. 
Sullivan s position e® stated in the paper, at lee®t, I think the 

hereby the proportion of ministers who 
♦v 'p^ttingly aided the Communist movement" must be much larger 

than the Phrase exceedingly small" would indicate. Would vou have 
time to give us your opinion of this, matter? y 

Thank vou very much. 



Sincerely , 




ernsat party 

JaSteai 

wy* toe No. 

' of . 

l u-/ ! wiCc d s£s , ia- 

— * dinctor of the FBI.' told a 
rttte Highland Park 
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V/sv.an’s £c::jTV c;- T ”r 

Eswail, wnonin "" os 

February 23; lv6l 



Dear Secretary, 

Perhaps each of you is curious to know in at “he emphases were tka - I found through— 
out the district in the last reports, 

I have found a wonderful response to the Citizenship Brunches, as veil as splendid, 
work being performed in behalf of the United Koticns< Also, the cm.pharc-a on politics, 

. won on* s participation in coffee hours meeting with candidates, wornor. working cn local 
issues i;erc all outstanding* 

There are 39 societies in our District, I have received 26 reports, I am most 
interested to know fcc-w to influence societies to create this office, and also , heir to 
help societies in smaller areas really understand the function of the Deere tary 
Christian Social Delations, I an available always to locate information you may need* 
Again, I can only say that in addition to the Guide, “he Handbook, one .must rely 
on the magazine, "Ike Methodist Wonan ,; , This nag-, zinc really helps iris line cl work 
become alive, The ACTIVITIES booklet sent tc each Secretary is also a tool tc review, 
Krs, Toevcc, Conference Secretary of C,S,P.,, is most hopeful that we lcarm lew to 
use ’'Seminars ir. Miniature 5 * as suggested ~6h page 3 .^n tne ACTIVITIES boo.fLet, -lease 
give this some thought to use in cocpc-ration with the commission ir. the local church. 

New for the present, the concern of each C,S.R, Secretary in cur atatc is new pn 
legislation in the State Capitol, I have recently bean tc Olympic and Icnow wc cannot 
underestimate forces that wish tc control "IdacTSLegislaticn, 

^-pp^But what ccr.coms no more is the hysteria! that is being created by' tiro film: 5cjag 

r shovm^ throughout the State, L / ~ 

' One : s OPERATION ABOLITION and the" bincr is COM-lf.aS-: CN TEE Mi?. 

Theoe films are truly not representative of the subject each presents, Kow to 
4g cun art. this, our National Board of the churches Commission on Christian Social Concerns 
publishes a magazine, CONCERN, January lf>> *6-1 describes OPERATION AEC'UTIOl fer 
exactly what it is. Please write for this issue if your pastor or Cored, a Sion Chaisr.cn 
does not have it, I have written for reprints. This article is completely documented, 
which is if. at one should always look for to get reliable irXormatiosT" I have written 
to CON CBM' also for background on the other film, 

lea:. ers must become more aware of the world-wide mission of the church in the face 
of cor.or.nism. Cur belief, our spirit is in God and Jesus Cirist* This is power, 
i intelli w o..cc, lore, compassion, trutr. ana life, V/e cannot direct ourselves when con- 
sumed by hysteria, fear and reactionary opinion. In -the case of th 92 professors of the 
University of VJashington signing a petition to prohibit the shewing cf "the film, 

' CQlZTu::: IN THE MAP, criticism of their actions points but that academic freedom nay 

again bo in jeopardy as it was in tie era of i-lcCarthyism, 

If you are unable to present this to your society, I vdll be willing to do- so. Wo 
rrast u -hel d tie principals of the Methodist Church and its SOCIAL CREED, 

..pril 28ta will be tie Annual District meeting. It is my hope we may have a report 
from women of our District attending the national , convention in Wash* D,C, in April of 
the Board Christian Social Concerns, This is a mandatory Commisior. in each church now. 

In all the areas there are to think about, there is surely some phase of C,S,R. 
that each society may have one meeting, even one buzz session about, lour work in the 
District, brings a rich reward; the effort you give is a timeless gift, ard you may have 
the knot: edge that your efforts, added to all the others in like work arc doing many 
things t: help people everywhere to live better, fuller lives, 

v/ ~ K't 'S~0 ytf j !■■■■ 
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Tour letter dated October 27, 1961, with enclosure, has 
been received, sod I appreciate the interest prompting you to write. 



The film, '^Operation Abolition,** Is sponsored and distribu- 
ted by the United States Bouse of Representatives Committee on Un- American 
Activities and this Bureau had no connection with its preparation. Therefore, 
as a matter of policy, I cannot make any comments concerning it and it is 
suggested you may desire to contact the Committee located in Room 226, Old 
Bouse Office Building, Washington 25, D. C. 

In connection with your other inquiries, the FBI, as an Investi- 
gative agency of the Federal Government does not make evaluations nor draw 
conclusions as to the character or integrity of any organisation, publication 
or individual. I regret I am unable to help you and hope you will not infer that 
our files do or do not contain information of the type which would answer your 
questions. 






Tola on . 
Belmont 
Mohr 



The clergymen of America today stand mi the front lines of de- 
fense against the atheistic menace of communism and no group has a more hey 
role in protecting our religious and national heritage. It is my firm belief that 
a broad knowledge of the objectives and operations of this subversive conspiracy 
is essential to help to avoid the danger of confusing communism with legitimate 
dissent. You may desire to refer to my book, "Masters of Deceit, ” whic** »««• 
written as s basic primer on this subject. It should be available to you at your 
local library and bookstores. 

tyjgn^jloa^d literature you may care ho road. 



Co U chon . 
Coerod — 
Detoocb . 
Evans — 
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Sincerely yours/ 

ir . S * 
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Sulil 
Tovel 
Trotter . 
Tale. Hi 
Uqras 
Gandy 
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Enclosures and 
(Note on next page) 
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(Note) 



Enclosures: 

Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
Faith in God — Our Answer To Communism 
Hie Communist Party Line 

Three-Part Series from Christianity Today - The Communist Menace 
One Nation's Response To Communism 



NOTE: In ylew of the common name of correspondent, it was not possible 
to effectively search through Bufiles. 

The National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) Includes 
in its membership the leading Protestant churches in the country. Various 
critics of the Council, without access to factual data to support their asser- 
tions, have claimed this group is communist controlled or influenced. 

The FBI, of course, Ms not investigated the NCCC. 
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Dear Sir; 
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Hecertly I had the crpcrtir.it:’ to attend a 
ei**ic tto 'Tv rhrre the r 12.r *w 

AT cliti©** v*a r shora ard eomr.isr. ir. 

^ercral T?as disbursed. Althcv.^h I ar urahls 
tc rercirbor vhere , i t servers to re that I have 
roc:'? s ore this. "* coreerrir "* t a shove 
fiir. tc the effect that it is querti crcahl*. " 
At t -is rr e e t i r c a lirt of pv.hlic* 5 1 4 "•■‘C 

ard sir h^riale v f c r avsilahl. 0 tc t v c e ’** r*' u ® 

vrere irt erected arc that lie t is ercloeed. V\ 

YThile I affirr. the desired results of combat-* 
ir.~ cost vr. lea, at th" scree ti~c f I rrr t to hr.os*i\ 
if r.v irferrstier is official nrd csr.fir-*'' 9 V 

hr the povermert urder v'h.ieh. I av pr—jd tc 

EX Vf 8/** -fortf-?/ v 

T vrov.ld alec liiie th^ ^overr vert’s ef^ic^al 
ottitvdo to '"-re ’^T'he^ ^ o ©•** 

^ - ^r* r»f q '* r* i r t ^TwtX^^TTT^^'^Te'r^^ ^rr* 

or o r^^^^^rra t i *v. of a far tiinl fif^Ai're 
relative to this or viai e r tier, J rev Id c " r t~ ^ — 
ly be irtcrorted ir that. m KCv 3 iSEl 

Xt also seers to roc that th?"""55toe orjcsssy t~ ^ 
••flfeA ■* ^*ts f crTh. the above osertior.ed filr cer— 
tIV li ^aryersuc groccrd ir pvtt rr 

forth sue'* ..lie •osterial s as li r ted i^ 

Sv;ti cA , ®t- te~er t f cvir ( cerccrr.irs JizC ~e 

S^Ci0-?3j^f^^cr5 The Ur.ite? rr.tie-e V 
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WRITE FOR THESE SAMPLE PUBLICATIONS . 

1* Li.MI 

1. life Lines, Washington 3, D. C. 

2. Christian Educational Association, Union, Hew Jersey 
3* Christian Beacon, Collingswood, H. C. 

4. Capsule Hews, 919 19th St. H. W. , WashWton 6, D. C. 

3. American Mercury, 250 W. 57th St. Hew Yora, 19, Hew York 

6. Congress of Freedom, 1330 Turner Blvd. Omaha, 5, Hebr. 

7. Ban Snoot Report, - Box 9611 Lakewood Station, Balias 14, Tex, 
6, The Cross and the Flag, Bear 27895, Los Angeles 27, Calif. 

9. Allen-Bradley Company, Milwaukee, «is. (Ask for publications 
exposing communism. ) 



l 



THE FOLLOWING ARE AVAIUBI2 FOR A SMALL FEE. 

1* Back Iron the Bead • Rational Education Arograu, Searcy, Ark. 

2. The Bisease of Communism. Send stamped addressed envelope to 

w. P. Strubej Box 6422 , Houston 6, Texas. • 

3. Wanted A Saviour For Aaerica. Search the Seriotures. Box 161 
Bellflower, Mo. 

4. Four wonderful exposes for ten (10#) The Reds Are Back in 
Hollywood . . The Truth about the Unlte3~iTaH'ons . . WaHedTfarl 
Warr en for Impeachment . , and Eocumentarv Proof that The TJETFed 

Hat \ on s is a Plannedpeath-Trap for tneP.fi. 0r4er“TrDm 

The Cinema Educational ' &uil37‘P.'“B7 Sox 562$5, Cole Branch 
Hollywood 46, Calif. 

5. The Suppressed Report. Education Information. Box 2B1. 
Fullerton, California. (15#) 

6 How Red is the Rational Council of Churches ? The American 
Council of Laymen, Madison 1, Wi6 . (10#) 

7. Sou n d Off Records By Br. Oliver. $3.00, 35 1/3 R. P. M. 
Christian Educational Association, Union, H. J. 

6. Circuit Rideks, Inc. 110 Government Place, Cincinnati 2, 0. 

Compilatio. of Public Records, 6000 Educators Vol. 1. $5.00 
glQ? feethoSist irinisters fl.-O0.~ T5H - 'pyoe^taEI ~ SpTeoopal 
Rertcr s &2.00, €-14 Presbyterian Church tJ.S.A. Clergymen S2.00 

Htcogyice ' Red China ? (An expose of "the Rational Council of 
Churches) JTToC 



FREE : 

1* Kiamichi,News, Talihina, Oklahoma 

2. Write to Hon. Francis E. Walter, Chairman of House Committee 
on Uns-American Activities, Old Office Bldg. '/ash. 25, B. C. 
for free publications concernin', communist infiltration in the 
United States. 

3. Write to J. Edgar Hoover, Birector of the F. B. I. Wash. B. C. 

4. Write to Mr, Lowell, 6endAe Internal Security Subcommittee, Hew 
Senate Office Bldg. Wash. B. C. 

Listen to these Broadcasts. W. P. H. C. Plymouth, K. C. 

20th Century Reformation Hour. Mon. thru Fri. 10:00 A. M. 
Christian Crusuade Sunday, 10:00 A. M. 

Bs. Howard Kershner Fxadays 9:15 A. M. 

R. K. Scott (America's Future) Monday 9:15 A. M. 

W. P. H. C. Plymouth H. C. 

guy. - 1470 EC on your A. M. Radio. 

1. The Big Beciaion. $1.00 

2. A Busines* Man looks at Communism. 25# 

3* Communist America Must It Be. $1.00 

These can be purchased from the Redstone Freedom Academia 
o/o Roswell Cooper, R. 1. Pantego, N. C. 

. Brainwashed, Edward Hunter 
. Masters of Deceit, J. Edgar Hoover 
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CocrtxJ 



November 1061 





«'OTW 1 3¥t 



Tour letter of October 18, 1061, has been received, 
and the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. 

With respect to your discussion, it is a pleasure to 
clarify my position on the subject of communism and religion. In 
my book, "Masters of Deceit, M I pointed out that it is d’tontinutag 
program of the Communist Party to attempt infiltratlogE*f evei^y part 
of our society, including religion. This is still true today. Fortu- 
nately, this evil conspiracy has not made any substantial penetration 
Into our religious organisations. I would like to empha5ixe,-*J»ew- 
•ver, that churches will continue to be important targetB in thC 
over -all subversive plan of endeavoring to control our^establicped 
Institutions. Patriotic Americans must continue to taSe a stain 
against communism and combat it wherever possible. This 
opposition to communism must be careful, constructive and positive, 
and it must be kept within the due process of law. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the general 
subject of communism which may be of assistance to you. 

Sincerely yours, 

am 

f ? T 

Jobn Edgar 

, Dlrefdnr \ i |s5V k J'l>i £ 

J b UF tS itl •> tl - '.Ki.fl 

Enclosures (5) IfOJf r , , 

jtfsrnSLl Security SUteme#”\ - fl 

‘Cour Answer to Commuhlsm e 
The Communist Party Line 
Comn^tfnism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 

tianity Today Series -The Communist Menace 
;sh£(3) 8ee NOTE neat page. 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. The National Council 
of Churches of Christ (NCCC) includes in its membership the leading 
Ph>testant churches in the country. Various critics of the Council, wlthoi 
access to factual data to support their assertions, have claimed this group 
is communist controlled or influenced. The FBI, of course, has not 
investigated the NCCC. (100-50869) 
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Oct. 28, 1861 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D. C. 

« 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

In ous) church recently, we have had two discussions on 
communism and the National Council of Chu rches. I am afraid that 
those of us who question the pronouncements of the N.C.C. did not 
come out so well. I belieye that we lacked proper documentation in our 
arguments that the churches have been and will be further used in the 
Communist Conspiracy. 

Since you, as Director of the F.B.I. , still hold the highest 
esteem of the vast majority of the American citizens, I wondered if you 
could furnish information which would prove helpful in arriving at the right 
answers. 



As a patriotic american, I am concerned about the utopian 
dream of "One World" that the church seems to be advocating. I try to be 
Christian but I feel that I must still be true to the United States as my 
sountry. 



X will look forward to whatever information you may be able 

to send me. 



Sincerely, 






oJLti da/ui 

hx& %ka. 
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November 1, 1961 




I received your latter of October 16, and I am 
glad to know that you enjoy raiding tha matariai previously 
furaiahad you by thla Bureau. Plaaaa accept my tKawi« go r 
the kind aentimenta ezpreaaed in your communication. It la 
pi m f ho P® that our future activities aiui merit your continued 

* aupport and approval. 

In reapoaee to your inquiry, we have no mate* 
rial available tor dletribution concerning the group you men- 
tioned. In thla connection, I would like to point out that it la 
a continuing program of the Communist Party to attempt 
infiltration of every part of our eociety, including religion. 
k Thla la atill true today. Portnnataly, thla tvil conaptracy 

1- $£*■ hJm&T*** 001 “**** ***7 aubatantial penetration Into our religious 
S organlaattona. Chore bee, however, will cootinue to be im- 

JU// portant targets in the over-all subversive plan of endeavoring 
control our established institutiooa, and we must remain 



alert to any attempts to replace our national traditions with 
the Ithflattf philosophy of communism. 

NOV 2 -1961 | » / «wm»mii 1 >?). 
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is on the Special Corresoondenta' List. On 10-3-61 
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November 2, 1061 



NOTE: The National Council of Churches of Christ has, among its 
membership, the leading Protestant church leaders in the country. 
The group has not been the subject of an investigation by the Bureau. 
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October 26, 1961 



yjftsv 

SrKTO 

Mr. J.- 

Mr. Tartl 

Mr 1!Vrtl-r_ 
Tala. 

Mr. Iamm_ 
Mia* Gaadtr_ 



Mr. J* Edgar Hoover I 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United Scates Department of Justice 
Washington 25, D* C« 

*Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I have received the material sent to me at the request of 

long with your nice letter* I am in the \ 
process of reading and studying this material with a great 1 
deal of interest. May I thank you for sending this to me. J 

h ,/ a - - & ' 
Do you have a^y mater Tki iouCenilH&~ the Na tional Council 

| of Churches/ I find in several churches, and my own per- 
l tonally, that there seems to be an extremely "liberal" 

1 viewpoint and a talk of World Court for us, etc. I have 
1 heard "purely rumors" that certain elements of the National 
l Council of Churches have been guilty of some Red leanings* 

JCan you lend any ^acts to me on this matter* It would he 
very much appreciated. I don't like rumors, I want to be 
factual* Again, may I express my appreciation to you for 
sending me the material and also for the wonderful job you 
have done for our country* 

Respectfully yours. 




A 
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Dear 

Tour letter dated October 26, 1061, with 
enclosure, has been received. 

to response to^your inquiry, the FBI, as an 
investigative agency of the Federal Government, does not 
make evaluations nor draw conclusions as to the character 
or integrity of any organization, publication or individual. 

Please do not infer that our records do or do not contain 
data pertaining to the subject of your inquiry. 

/ 

hi accordance with the above policy, this Bureau 
has not prepared tor distribution lists of the type you requested. 
Enclosed is a copy of a list of organizations prepared by the 
Department of Justice pursuant to Executive Order 10450. I re- 
gret I am unable to recommend sources where the other data can 
be obtained. 

Enclosed are some publications concerning 
communism, one of which may be the item to which you referred. 
I am also returning the item you sent. 



NOV 3 -1961 



Sincerely yours, 
St Edgar Heovw 



b Irk ,ti 



t'BT 



John Edgar ] 
Dlrjtdto: 



Y'j> 






' BECE)AJ^-0|;;££jr 

Enclosures (o) 






^ Correspondent's enclosure: pamphlet, *0&£t& > ance Against Communism tr 
List, Under Executive Order No. 10450. 

7jy*lH>e Coownunist Party Line The Communist Party, USA ("Social Order”) 

_ V SmfiraMat Illusion t Democratic Reality One Nation's Response to 

_ V mail boom LJ *t|£etype unit L_J . finnumun igiH 

JH:car (3X^Bee note nejff page) 



-TSCETYPE UNIT I J . 

|See note next page) 




NOTE: Correspondent cannot be identified in Buttles. There is no 
way to identify the publication to which he refers and a general selection 
Is being sent. ’The Communist Party Line” received wide publicity but 
was not printed until after September 23, 1961. Correspondent could 
be in error with regard to the date he mentions. His enclosure was 
literature of Dr. Fred Schwartz. 
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SPEED LETTER 



TO- Edgar Hoover 




Pleaae adviao. Thank Yn». 



5 hat _ f f y° u r opinion of t he ~Kat i onal~ 

" SSr^i 1 P fvf h ^ rchffff M opepr 

•ting in the Country today t t T 



SIGNED, 



• IPIY 







x^37 



y */ SIGNED. 

tftAiN white corr, return pink corr 
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October 27, 1261 







Tour letter dated October 22, 1961, has been 
received, and I appreciate the interest prompting you to write. 



Although I would like to be of service , the FBI, 
as an investigative agency of the Federal Government, does 
not make evaluations nor draw conclusions as to the character 
or integrity of any organisation, publication or individual. I 
regret I am unable to help you and hope you will not infer that 
we do or do not have data In our files of the type that would answer 
your inquiry. A ^ 

Inclosed is some literature about communism you - -» 

may care to read. ' r ' * — 



* 



Sincerely yours, 

LEdgaT Hoover 





To Is on 
Belmont 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 










Enclosures (6) 

Faith in God- -Our Answer To Communism 
What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
The Communist Pp.rty line 

re-Part Series from Christianity Today - The Com m unfe* hfetaitce 
_ Nation's, Response To Communism twi \\ ° 

196 

OTE: Correspondent cannot be Identified in Bullies. ThaLhmp 
Lighter's Study Group is an anticommunistic group affiUated with 
the Christian Anti-Communism Crusade, headed by professor Fred 
Schwarts. 

(S) ^(1 



(Note oontinued on next page) 
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(Note continued) 

* The National Council of Churches of Christ includes In Its 

membership the leading Protestant churches in the country. Various critics 
of the Council without access to factual data to support their allegations, 
have claimed this group is communist controlled or influenced. The FBI, 
of course, has not investigated the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ. (100*50869) 



TRUE COPY 




Mr. Edgar J. Hoover, 

Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 



For the past two years I have been hearing repeated 
accusations that Hi gNational Council of Churches is a communist 
inspired group. These accusations are coming from a smil group 
of citizens in this community who call them selves , , T6e Ht t^ampIi ghtei*s 
StudyJ}roup. " Their avowed purpose, so they claim, is to studyand ramhat 
Communism. When they first were organizanized it Beemed that their 
study was conducted in a quiet, objective manner, but as time goes on 
it seems that every motive, every concept, every idea comes under 
their suspicion. They are constantly sending out printed materials 
naming many of our fore-most public servants, as well as our church leaders, 
as Communists. t 



There may be some ministers of the gospel in this vast 
land of ours with communistic learnings. But I cannot believe, unless toldj 
by the proper authorities, that the National Council of Churches has, : 
"Allied her self with communist fronts and advocated ideologies directly 
opposed to our free way of life and Republican form of government. " 

As Charged by Dr. Charles S. Poling on page 2 of a Lamplighter's Study 
pamphlet, 

"An Expanded statement 

by Dr. .Charlaa5>Poling. D.D. Retired 2/. S 0y / 

United Presbjrterian Church, U.S.A." ‘ ^ 

Dr\~Poiing* further claim s , on the same page, "many leaders of the 
National Council have been listed by the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities as being members of a communist front or of having been 
members of a Communist front. " I have written this committee asking 
if these accusations are true. I would like also to ask you if your f 

.branch of our government has any factual evidence that will substantiate U 
these accusations? I feel strongly that American citizens are entitled to 
die truth in regard to this question. /CO ~ "%* { & 



ir.X , 
/r 

i" 



^ery truly |yugq-[ 30 1961 
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Tour latter dated October 18, 1961, with enclosure, has been 
received, and I appreciate the interest prompting you to write. 

Although I would like 4o be of service, the FBI, as an investiga- 
tive agency of the Federal Government, does not make evaluations nor draw 
conclusions as to the character or integrity of any organisation, publication or 
Individual. Also, information in our records must be maintained as confidential 
through a regulation of the Department of Justice. Please do not infer that we 
do or do not have data In our files of the type which would answer your inquiries. 

However, I would like to point out that literature from one of thee? 
organisations you mentioned has been brought to the attention of this Bureau In 53 
the past. One of the pamphlets contains a statement that data contained therein 5* 
Is documented in the files of certain Government investigating agencies. 'I * 
would like to assure you that the Cinema Educational Guild, Inc. , and its 
director, llyron C. Fagan, have never had access to the files of t he FBI.' i 

t i 0 

Since the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) is affiliated 
with the United Nations and inquiries concerning it may be of Interest to the x 
Department of State, I have taken the liberty of furnishing a copy of your letter 
to that Department. 



Enclosed is some literature abatut communism, together with 
^ dythe pamphlet you sent. 
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4 ENCLOSURES: 

Correspondent's Enclosure 

What You pan Do To Fight Communism 

Faith In God— Our Answer To Communism 

The Communist Party Line 

One Nation's Response TO Communism 

NOTE: Correspondent cannot be identified in Bufiles. Enclosure was a 
pamphlet of the Cinema Education JSrnld, Inc. , entitled "The 'Genocide' 

Plot. " This tract has come to the Bureau's' attention in the past and concerns 




, The UNICEF is an organisation which reports to the Econom 

and Social Council of the United Nations. It has not been the subject of 

Bureau investigation. Inquiries concerning it have been referred to the State 
Department in the past. Copy sent by referral form to the State Department. 
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Ur. J. Edgar Hoover 

Director of Federal Bureau of Investigation 
'"ashington, D. C. 

Dear llr. Hoover; 

T7e are located in the tip end of Texas in a snail corvnunity 
which is called the Rio Grande Valley. Just recently rnany anti- 
communists groups ha ve v eer. f ormed vithin this area, twelve of 
then in our city cf hen these groups stsrted they rare 

knoivn as the Tr.nti -C ocnuni st Study Groups* and apparently wsre very 
interested in their studies. 

Just recently there has been quite an atts o*. the I'at'.oial 
Council of Churches and the circulation of the ohanniet, *Eo— Red 
is thP^ationnl C unc4 of Churches?* and others along the sane 
line. One ii; particular suggests tin t if the Church to which they 
belong supports the national Council cf Churches that they s hoy Id 
withdrar their financial support frcir. their Church. Sor.e of the 
groups have gone so far as to say that if their Church puts any 
amount of money, no natter how small cr large, in their budget for 
the coming year that they mill withdrew their menherrhi- fram. the 
Church as well. t 



Te things ^hich concern us right nor: are: Fran •'•hoc are they 

receiving this material and -*•?. is printing it? The one -ha —let 
dealing with the su—wt end — ithdra-oal carries this address: 

Tax Pax- Vo. 31 from . 

The Independent American | 

F.C.Fox 4223 

Te" Orleans 18, Louisiana 
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Tracts such as one enclosed ore leirg widely circulated too. As 
Hallowe'en a— r rArhs- our younp pic-le of all churches gather to- 
gether to a: he nl-ns for "Trick or Treat* for TvICEF. Uineogranhed 
conies of "Facts about TTI3E?" were distributed sc the young rsople 
a-*d osxc-ts "o ’l " get t v en- It is 11 against TT'CCSF and says it is 
compiled by La-re .ice Timbers, Vice-Chairmen Department Anti-Cubyersi vt 
Cc.iii tbee, The America Legion. It also says t t ad ition'l i-i- or- 
xnation r.-y he procured direct :'ror Lawrence Timbers, 317 >Ir‘t»^st, 
Seattle 9C, ‘.ashington. # • 

-hen the members of the w raups arc questioned as to where they 
get their material they are a!~-/s vague, however, £ 
one address: Christian Anti-Communism Cruss.ce- -.u.Box C. 2c, Houston^ 

Te ” s * K . tfrn ,, FEC- 4 

e are owiljFlP&rWjMil * ‘these grouns 
doir." t . the churches in our city. ** would “Relate hearing 
... /tf>v,cerriing the JTet* cfeia) T C*»uneil of Churches, ft OCT, 26 4$61. u — 

11 cations in yie^tf('/'eto»» \f .*» . 

Tho:i!r you very nucha 
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October 25, 1061 




Tour letter of October 20, 1061, ha* bees 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write I* 
appreciated. ~ r 

Although 1 would like to be of service, the FBI 
Is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not »"■** evaluations nor draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of ; any organisation, publication or 
_ individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope you 
will not infer in this connection either that we do or do not have 
data in our files relating to the subject of your inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 

Sincerely yours, 

AEdgacHooB* 



Tola on - 
Belmont 
Mohr — 

Callahan 
Conrad - 
DeLosch 
Evans — 
Malone - 
Rosen — 
Sullivan 
TeveJ - 
Trotfc- 
tTelJlM 



S John Edgar Hoover 

Director 

Eneiofu&i II) 1 ?? tH ,EI 

^ A View of Reality _ 

D»tnocr»ttc Bwllty 

The Communist Party Une 

- — One Nation’s Response to Communism 
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MOTE: Buttles contain no record of correspondent* 

The National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) includes to iU 
membership the leading Protestant churches in the country. Various 
critics of the Council, without access to factual data to support their 
assertftns, have claimed this group Is eommunSst " lnflueBC * i 
Xbe FBI, of course, has not investigated the NCCC. (100-50869) 
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J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir. 

I have recently become jtencerned over charges 
from various sources that the ^Rational Council of Chu rches" 
is communist infiltrated and that Its aims are morF political 
thank religious. 

I would appreciate any information you could give me 
concerning this organization or its leaders & activities. 

/ 

Thank you very much. 



Very truly yours, 
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I have received your letter of October 16, 1661. It 
was good of you to give me the benefit of your observations, and 1 
appreciate the interest which prompted you to write. 







The FBI, as an investigative agency of the Federal 
Government, does not furnish comments or evaluations concerning 
the character or integrity of any individual, organisation or pub- 
lication. Consequently, it is not possible for me to comment as 
you requested, and I hope you will not infer in this connection either 
that we do or do not have information in our files concerning the 
subjects of your inquiry. 





Certainly, communism is the greatest single threat 
lacing the freedoms we all cherish. Patriotic Americans must 
continue to take a firm stand against communism and combat it 
wherever possible, but lhi£ opposition must be careful, constructive 
and positive. 






Tolson . 
Belmont 



Callahan . 
Conrad — 
DeLoacb , 
Evans . 



Built van 
Taveljy 
Tiottifc 
Tele. Room 
Ingram 
Gandy 



In view of the concern you expressed, I am ancloaing 
some material which may be of assistance to you. 

Sincerely yours, 

0. Edgar Hoover 
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John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Communism and Religion - William C. Sullivan’s Speech 

Faith in God — Our Answer to Communism 

4-17-61 Internal Security Statement 

4-1-61 LEB Introduction 

The Communist Party Line 




The National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) includes 
In its membership the leading Protestant churches in the country. Various 
critics of the Council, without access to factual data to support their 
assertions, have clatadtSui group is communist controlled or Influenced. 
The FBI, of course, has not investigated the NCCC. (100-50869) 
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October 23, 1961 



c- 

•^U 

m 

CD £ 



1 hare received your letter of October 17. Tour generous 
comments and expression of confidence in my admin istration of this 
Bureau are indeed appreciated. T 

While I would like to be of service, the FBI, as an inves- 
tigative agency of the Federal Government, does not furnish comments or 
evaluations concerning the character or integrity of any individual, organ- 
isation or publication. Consequently, it is not possible for me to be of 
assistance, and I hope you will not infer either that we do or do not have 
data in our files regarding the subjects of your inquiry. 

I can assure you that there is no truth whatever in the state- 
ment to which you referred in your letter. By Presidential Directive of 
September 6, 1939, the FBI was designated as the civilian intelligence agency 
primarily responsible for protecting the Nation's internal security. You 
may be sure that this Bureau is continuing to handle its responsibilities in 
this field with the same dispatch and thoroughness that have characterised 
our investigations in the past 

I am enclosing a list of those organisations which have been 
designated by the Department of Justice pursuant to Executive Order 10450, 
together with some other material on communism which may be of interest 

to you. , M / L 
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Enclosures (5) 

List of Subversive Organizations 
4-17-61 Internal Security Statement 
Faith in God— Our Answer To Communism 
The Communist Party Line 
Series From Christianity Today 

NOTE: Bullies contain no information concerning correspondent. Th e National, 
Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) includes in its membership the leading 
Protes tan t <*hurrhgs in the country. Various critics of the Council, without 
access to factual data to support their assertions, have claimed this group is 
communist controlled or infl uenced. The F BL_of course, has not investicated 

theNC 
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October 17, 1961 
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** r * Wgar Hoower 

ss'c^sris:”*" ■* 

D*ar Sir: 



I bv tj f t i ^ C08I,Un1 **' Xt "** 7®c*ntly jr dIL^^ 1 Ing * 011 th * gearJ 

J by • friend of mine that I realised yon mould t*k* y *s* P i?* d t0 *“ £ ®9 uir 7 written ! 

.| to answer questions. 7 ¥OUld takft th « time fro. your busy schedule 

r -c 0 n^. (trt i OT( p rot „ tuIt 

Ommcll to a“ch..of ^L1”tL L°u. 0 i. to *““>•»» <*»■«» «Sa~ ST 

41.cu.tod on . manfcer , t oorasl^ oS ^ >a ^ it ^||||U^rlc £ (NCccU3A) UThMn 

eowunists. or at least the presence of pe»«S indicate infiltration by k 
® w * ier * in your writings that I h*v* r»»~ _ , Wtthetic to the coosunist cause t I 
direct reference to this. Gould you anDreas^ ***?*< t0 **•* to c<m I find a * V J-‘ 
of the bCCCUSA ha. been InfuSatS? ” “ ° Pinion * ***** the headquarter. 4 

unqueetione^nationsl^rep^tation* for^intesritT ?“ J* T ° Ur V° 9itio * «nd with your / j 

question and to those to be 2£S g !L V * * direCt “«* r to the 2w ~j 

* p * rti,n,, * r wmm- •J ■ 

* H 

lo .. 0^“^^ “J - «• *«*..*«« tot.o.p .1 anrch .pp^f > 

loose Co_lttee o» to-toerlo» If??!.*? c “' l ? ctI ° t ‘ ■*« the be .ring, of^T W " " • 
yooi- opinion t . Cm Bjfl.id U »“ 'Oencl.co, Ms, 12-U. I960. *" 

*? 2* rooSe" 01 ° f , th * *t«>odoi church ' I 

ot Mr. P.s. tor ieb ion's tuttooS^Sir.^J 0 !.?*’* “I “•"•tie. .. to th. .courec, 
Jenste Judiciary Coonittee on May 5 S ! eurlty Subcowittea of tha ^ 

id^tifict^ of fctropolitan WkoUi aa*an e# l ^ Ul * r r * fer * nee to hia ^ 

of the prieata in the Sowiet Uhlon/and thTr^liJL^ f” d t0 hl * • t *tnnant Tfaet 

tb * T **«” ■ •* «a or .the U MS. o‘r “ r .^ 1 ^tSi P . tl ‘* PrU *‘<L 

tath.r ■». Marti. « 
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I Investigation had been giJen IwItraetiLI ! ***** tUt th * Bureau of 

ii «m— u. 

ll Kr.M’T'f " ,tt * d “«« 

Jf Director of the FBI. J 7 ®°«g for ao many years as 



▼ery sincerely yours. 







Tour letter of October 14, 1061, with enclosure, has ^ 
been received, end the concern prompting pour communication is ^ 
appreciated. r 






to connection with the matter you mentioned, repre- 
sentatives of the FBI who are privileged to speak before various groups 
throughout the country do so with my full knowledge and approval. Any 
comments by a representative of this Bureau, however, should not be 
Interpreted as a defense or endorsement of any group since this is not 
a pgope&unction of the FBL Assistant Director *illian£C. Sull^ran 
to As dtltussion of communism dealt with this subject acgpratelycand 
cft£ctiMly. to order that you may be fully informed to ttffc regard, 
Oto enclosing the substance of the statements made by hE\ ftttMvan. 
Mgt a ljfi forwarding some other material on the general <hhbject gl 
co|mutom you may like to read. 
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Our churches have been and will continue §£ be important 
targets to the over -all communist program of endeavoring to infiltrate 
our established institutions, and we must remain alert to such efforts 
to subvert our way of life, lb e communists have tried to Infiltrate 
•very part of our society, Including the field of religion. Fortunately, 
this evUM^glri^tes not made any substantial penetration Into our 



Tslscn - 
Fetot ant ( 




OCT 2? V6# 5 * 

■f) 1 -wwyi il ID * 



5^5? vt ■ 




Sincerely youre, 
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Enclosures 

SEuM Rellglon by wm *“ C - 

FJlth In God— Our Answer to Communism 
The Communist Party Line 
Christianity Today series 

NOTE: Bufile^ontain no information identifiable 
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October 14, 1961 



Id gar Hoover A i\ 1961 £1 — 

Federal Buruu of Investigation \ • . Sr ^r 3 ? ~ 

Washington, Jb*C* C/ Mto Candy — 

Boor Mr* Hoover: ~ 

Inclosed is a paper distributed by Mr* Kllpetrlc^, 

'representing the Tons Council of Churchesj^at a looal 

••4 ting a the First Method 1st C bureb btra in 

on Wednesday night, October 11th. 

Mr* Kilpatrick asserted this copy of an editorial 

ae being your answer to bur lalty*e concern over 

tbs activities of sobs of the nestbera of tbs National 

Council of Cburobaal General /U as ably* 

l 

There ia doubt in ay Bind that aucb la your 
Intent and that ia vhy I aa writing to you* 

Our quest lone to Mr* Kilpatrick were all pertaining 



to ( the poll tics lpronounceaenta of the General 
Aeaeably of the Bat lone 1 Council of Churches and tbev 



ware not answered to our satisfaction* 

May I please bear froa you in regards to the^v**! ^ 

ancloaed editorial*,^ _ ^ * JV.' 

* 
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' YORK WORLT>-TELEGPAM AND SUN, gATUXPA*. AWUL ggrlftt 



Chufth and RtHgfoui Ntwt 



A 



Bl: Wide Communist Infiltration 



in Churches a 'Falsehood' 



Once againcharges of Communistic infiltration 
® ne b uried against DJS. churches. Bars state- 
ments from the FBI show how such wOd cl aim s bu 
"vigilantes” era actually welcomed 



*T LOUTS CASSELS, 

Frwty htifMllMCL / 

cn-j^ ^ P^o" «" »* » «to«* Christian sad a sin- 
w < wcunroumst. 

^ taw* thti. That to why they persecute 

Christian ehurehes -sometimes openly, sometimes subtly— 

RuSTtoOubf 7 ta they *“"• l**" - fcwa 

ln tr>» nations like America, Communists cannot up. 

b0t w Blut »Wn* «« ®tlw tactica 
Undoubtedly they have tried ta the pest to infiltrate 

churchet by having disguised Communists moth their may 
up to leadership, particularly In the dirgy- 7 

4 . JJ* 5 *.*!!!? *•£■* **»«*“•** easier aaid than done. It 

to J" wl »«fe*»y as a dedl- 

y ssrsrzt; 



****“®f* ^ *£* IUtod to WUtrate the churches in 
any wbstsnual way, than la evidence that the Communists 
Bite It when chargee are made that they actually have 



***** to th * P"***"* dlmate ot 
u^ZrSiL *?*??*' Jhare *• i no surer way of discrediting the 
leaoershtp ot ehurehes and of Sowing contusion and discord 
*® B ® B t their lay members than lor the suspicion to be nour- 



V- 



5S mber °* Chn,ti,n A 

•ecret supporters at the Communist conspiracy. 

«„ * 0M 7t y ****?* •B of this le far-fetched. But the {federal 
Bureau ot Investigation does not. 

J® director J. Edgar Hoover is deeply concerned about 
the danger that edf<eppotoeed “vigUantas” may, In the nom* 
ot anti -communism, play into the Communists' 

Curing the put few weeks, Mr. Hoover hes sent FW 

SS S"** C 8univ *" *• *“ver speecheetn 

y** y £**2 *£ th* nation, warning Americans not to he 
feign in by chargee that their churches are evetr.a with 



iftss tazr, 

-But thl* U a patent falsehood. Th# truth fc that th# 
Cmmuniat party has not achieved any substantial success 
ta fxertinf domination, control or Influence over ineHn i 
ckiltymen or religious institutions on a national scale.** 

Mr. Sullivan is not making this statement on his own 
authority He is speaking with the full approval and personal 
backing of Mr Hoover And th# FBI director has so teJtemS 

C P mmun ^ t hunt «* who wtotetoWm 
protesting Mr. Sullivan s speeches. 

re< y fefetveting reaction." on FBI to ld 

Ifefied Press International. "hes been from the CommunSS 
™*yj" **ry upset by Mr. Sullivan's remarke^^^ 

.. 7 h *yj #v * *° h»ve wild charge* ot Communist domino, 
tion hurled against America's ehurchee. Tbov know that 
such charges cause consternation, dissension, deobt and STr 
among whurch members. And they figure that anyone wm 
caused* *** < ** mor * lix ‘ n * America's churches is otain g their 
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October SO, 1061 





Dear 



is 

Tour letter of October 16, 1061, has been received, And*; 
am most appreciative of your kind sentiments and expression of confidence 
In my administration of this Bureau. — 

iyfa- * 

While I would like to be of service to you, as an 

investigative agency of the Federal Government, does notTdrnisftc omm ents 
or evaluations concerning the character or integrity of any individual, organ- 

Icatlim nr nihtlMtlnn m t. iui _ #A . . » ' . D 



isation or publication. Consequently, it is not possible fox use to be of 
assistance in connection with your request, and I hope yogi will Ml infer 
either that we do or do not have data in our files regarding «e rifejects of 
your inquiry. ® 



Certainly, communism is the greatest single threat 
the freedoms we all cherish, and It poses a problem which should be of vital 
concern to every American. In my book, "Masters of Deceit, " I pointed out 
that it is a co nt inuing program of the Communist Party to attempt infiltration 
of every part of our society, including religion. This is still true today. 
Fortunately, this evil conspiracy has not made any substantial penetration 
Into our religious organisations. 

I am enclosing some material which may be of interest to 
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Enclosures (5) 

4-17-61 Internal Security Statement 
The Communist Party, USA (9-61) 
Communism and Religion (Sfttch 4y 
The Communist Party Line 
Series from Christianity Today 







communist front 



ti^^^^rformattoi^em.: 

o^Effmau^^nil^ei 



rding correspondent^ 

The Bureau is aware 
several persons responsible for 



is 

finlKIn »* 



the Revised Standard Version of the Holy Bible. The National Council of 
Churches of Christ (NCCC) includes in its membership the leading Pro- 
testant churches in the country. Various critics of the Council, without 
access to factual data to support their assertions, have claimed this group 
is communist controlled or influenced. The FBI, of course, has not 
investigated the NCCC. 
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"DEAR BROTHER HOOVER" 

O 1 80 wl *lng this note for information 

•bout the oen of the Jatlonal Co uncil of Churches. and also th6 Ben that 

edited the Revised Standard Version of the Bible, 

t 

There is no question in mr nind about these men, but there has been in our^ 
•rea this sunner a nan by the nane of OLIVE) GREET vho has confused sone V. 
of my Parishoners as to this 1 ten, and these people are about to leave theC 
Organized Church because Oliver "reen has said, there is co-nunisn in the f I 

National Couhcil of Churches and also Cornunisn anong the nen vho edited U 
the Revised Standard Version of the bible. / 



: 



I would like a Statenent fron You about this natter if this is not too ft 
much trouble, so that I would have a doucerer.t of authority to show these : 
people, that their confusion nay be dispersed. 



aanhing you in advance for every consideration, and Praying GOD'S Richest 
Lessings upon YOU and Your Organization for the wonderful job you have 
been doing here in the United States Of America, 




o 
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m t 
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Dear 



I hare received your letter of October 10 and “ r 
appreciate the concern which prompted your comm unic at i on. q: 

rr 

ha response to your Inquiries, I would like to 
point out that the FBI is strictly an investigative agency of the 
Federal Government and neither makes evaluations nor draws 
conclusions as to the character or integrity of any orga n isa t ion, 
individual or publication. I am sure you will understand my being 
unable to comment relative to the individuals and groups you 
mentioned. 

May I suggest that anyone experiencing difficulty < 
In purchasing copies of my book, 'Masters of Deceit, " secure 
them from the publishers, Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Inc. , 

383 Madison Avenue, New York 17, New York. 

v. 

Please accept my thanks for the good wishes 
expressed in your letter. I am enclosing several items you may 
like to read. ^ t 
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Sincerely yours, 



J. Edgar>Hoa*sr 
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Our files indicate that the Circuit Riders is an organisation of laymen 
of the Methodist Church which has been carrying out an anti- 
communist crusade, aimed mainly at communist infiltration of 
churches and the clergy. One of its prime targets has been the 
National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. 
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Oct. K>, 1061 




J. Edgar Hoover 

Director of Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 



Mr. MuJono.LyC j 
lyMvJtoMf) — £_ 1 

r. Tirri 

Mr. Trotter _ j 

Tele | 

Mr. Ingram 

Miss Gaady __ 




I have recently become aware of the dangers of communism in our 
country. Some of the literature I've sent for has come from such 
organizations as the Christian Crusade (Billy James Hargis), 

Church League of America (Mr. Edgar Bundy) and the Circuit Riders 
of Cincixmatti Ohio. Could you please tell me if these are reputable 
sources on anti- communism? 

I have tried to convince our minister of the infiltration of communists in 







>nvtoce 

Ithrfca 




the churches and th ^Mattona! Council of Churches b ut he is of the 
opinion there isn't a real serious threat. For some unknown reason to 
me, he has no use for Mr. Edgar Bundy of the Church League of America. 
I'm certain Mr. Bundy is doing his very best to fight this conspiracy that 
is out to destroy us. 

- I ' 

What I can't understand Mr. Hoover is why the American people refuse to 
believe this country is in terrible danger. Their apathetic feelings must 
certainly please the communists. 4 



r 

I've had several friends tell me that my concern over this so called 
threat is completely wrong aMthattt's helping the communists. Incidentially, 
(lithe re is a book store here inflHflH|that refuses to carry your book 
11 1" Masters of Deceit" as they feenHstoo reactionary. 



Fortunately we have started many study groups in^flH^ and we hope 
with enough Americans waking up we will be able tosampout the' 
communist threat. 



In closing, I only wish that your tremendous directing of the F. B t L could 
continue for another 40 years. , pen • , - r „ - 

ft j 

Sincerely yours, 







X 



c 






37 f- 4 x*N/e<c 

oe Ffe< 7 Cr^c-£>or^fcO o F*^\/eS4o&y{(* 



IOVJ 



3>eAf£ Ht£. t-4ooVe<£ : 

^XT f 4^\J£. $£Lcz&.n/\^.y Begohe: AwAfZiC 
oe i kj ot>(2 

«=So^^ < ?^ £C- E- ^CvJ /f' pr 0/ £ H/kS 

0>mc pi^M^ci4o^AKjtzv^o«ji: 

> 1 a.M £3 ,J ”) ^ CV(v)^CH ( fZA’i ^U ^ 

©t^ Amc£i C.A CX^rAf^ c^otJCjx) 

^CeOi/f (Li^&S &P C'^C'^*s(Y\ 0*-Aio , CSuoO 
(P^aSc. -^fecu me r r /f^eSe /4^k: 

.^OiJ&CcS OvJ A^/(»-'QmmvJ»J l 'Sm 7 . 

— t - 'sdtiE't? ^o ^«>j\/4>jce oo£ 

tA*^\S/ei£ OfS'-lrJe i^piv^^A^OKi or QwMOfJl^ 
iM >fC/e ^>ioi^c»-4ej' a*j<^ *4+4‘C kj/A^oNjA<«-^-®uiJc»' 
or Q4 o^5 <So^ Me *.S or«^Mecyp,Miov 

^-!C(Z£ 1^4^ A ^ 2 cAd«- 2 e*'£i ft o *f /l,^ f-rhri 

u ^«Jowu &aSo» 4 ^ Me^e h-Us fOo j 

M^, ^o*JlP^/ Q fg* tvi/^Cl-^ 

/ Jr s* . \ er 1 ^ . ^» *■ . — : ^ > 



UA4 ° e p^L.^ H^.4^Moy 



iS'XSoik)^ hJi 5 slvdy 
<ivJ«^f* g>c/x<^Av/ »i 0u^>(^ CCS^^j/oi. 

3 ; • jr c^m 7 ovJD^S^.jp M(? 

, '^ Jhteo'/E^ . 5 AwetZ. OM ptc^ce (^poie 

f &d-iE>/£’ fc^W) S C2vi*M^fe>^ t <5“ 1 Kj \ (S^£ o’8 

.X^AVJ^ e , "4+4CI A^A>fC4c^io ^l^Cd#J<|S M<J S/{^ 




A 



■ -• ( \ -vs 

Ve/Z*\~ %C*&,*lo>S -ixcc A-te 

1 / /"S V /C/7 t 






y^/ MS Cb'uceiZtJ C*\-iXC? 

J{U fle^y iS <3 Mf'-cSe <-/ i4. »J c> stubs' 

%/i t^cLfnJec sUe. Q>MMu^\SSs.^^Ctt^+^/ f 

y^az \S A A^fZiC 

y+tA' (Zc^vSCS ~jo C±e<ZS /ouris /&*><: 
OfrT^er^ AS y^€./ Ffc-eo «^-^oo &xoffoNf- 
Ai^>/> i • ->- ! 

l^/Z^QNiA^fCL y^ Avfe f^A y/s 

^Siioy &(Ze>^S i*J AjsJc* N? vir 

> #_ 



HAtv^ 

W«/<Ci rr*-4ou£i-i Amc<Zi£Anjs Va<^ op vv£ 
\V»v-<— (3fC ^SMMvJWiyf^ 



o cuoSin*^ i JiT o^^y' w/'ii’Hi s<C-K*y' 



yoorl y<ZEHCt3O0V £ ID< tZ&ay^fy pr | g T - 

Cbuc.C? por^ ' 




A //ox 

^oxoTOia k 



19* Hi to qi fij 0 Q 

1 p J ■ ' 

Wi53fc-C-CSA-S33^ 



t 



1ZBBCSDB# KBZ 



10 / 12/61 



o 



MAC, SAM fi 



toms asms 

JXfOBMZXOK 



<6*-0) 



\ 



\ 






MTH/t/H 



'*!**!& fl 




•l 

•▼idly an 
to defeat 



piogo orrice Id lafera that be 
and dots oourythlng within 
• 2b thin regard, he has 




la tha 



_jtlj noon we 

. jymf §f *Saa lplsooDtlli& mMlihti in 



Saw York City# Box 299* Bdioon ffuaro Station# written by 
JOCXS CASSKLS la M«nrr<; — atlono that two IplBfrfipel 



r# «»« a newapaperwan and tha other a high official of th« 
IBZ were oanrcralng at tha Bopartueat of Justice, W*atolagtm, 

2. C. about tha caapatgi to threatan and doomnsHu Aaorlea's * 
eburchea. fhe FBI official la roportod to have aald# "It would 
certainly be ironic If a Job tfilch tha cowwwlata ooulda't 
do for tbaaaalvoa should be dona for than by tha vary soopla 
do profaaa to be their worst enaniaa. r 
and accuaetiona against dmrchaac and groups in this 
Fba article continued that tha VBX has arldeneo that 
are as d e lighted with tha result# as if they had 



Sols related So'attaeka 

itry. 




to nao'i 

la a young Journalist free 

2* C, stated that ba intends to writ# to 

ask hid UV ns got inforwatloa that would permit bin to 
atatauant that bo bad raoalvod auah infoswatlan ffou a 
r a pr osonta tlf o af tha FBI* 



this la being ffcmlabad the 
|boJ law^ TO]rtc Offloo ^ah o uld s ecure a y ^a f this Lum 



A: 

1 • Sam Bi ng o 

r t ,i , 

NOV 1 W61 \ ' 



rkcordkd 
78 OCT 27 1961 



DIRECTOR, FBI 

Attention; Asti* tent Director SULLIVAN 



10/11/61 



•AC, CINCINNATI (100-11382) 



i 



MYERS C. LOHMAN 
CIRCUIT RIDERS, INC. 
CINCINNATI, OHIO 



jk Enclosed for the Information of the Bureau are 
twONCopiee of a Utter prepared bj LOHMAN concerning 
TbgVi&gBi} Council o&Xtochcs 



LOHMAH state* that this Utter will be given 
vide circulation during the Utter part of October, 
1961. He hopes to obtain enough pre-publication orders 
to immediately start publication of a book on certain 
leaders of the National Council of Churches. 

JM&ureau (Enc. 2) (KM) 
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THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 



P v-> 



•.S ' 

,*< .. 



i 



-■*' v 

$ 



Clergy and lay members of churches, such as Methodist, 
Protestant Episcopal, Presbyterian, American Baptist and others, 
are showing grave concern about local, state and International 
politics and economics replacing spiritual, sK>ral and patriotic 
loyalty- fervor in the denominational programs and the actions of 
the National Council of Churches* 

' • * 

Stronger central government In the denominations, and a 
perpetuated bureaucracy operation in the Rational Council of Churches, 
have produced denominational offices and National Council of Churches 
offices in Washington regarded by some United States Senators and 
Congressmen as the largest non- registered lobby activity In Washington, 

Propaganda and lobby activities on foreign aid, as well as 
other international and domestic socialistic and collectlvlstic 
programs, amaze and alarm churchmen and government persons* 

P 1 ® Air Force Manual controversy, sparked largely by our pam- 
phlet, A Compil ation of Public Records. 30 of the 95 Men Who Cave Pa 
the Revised., Standard Version of the Bible , and Recognize Red China? 
book and pamphlet, has alerted many Americans* SomecEnomSa5 oni l 
and National Council of Churches leadership persons represent 
National Council of Churches as not Infiltrated, exploited or "used*’ 
by pro-Communistic and Communistic persons, programs and actions. 

The facts are: 

1. About a third of the clergy voting delegates who organised 
National Council of Churches In 1950 have public records such as those 
t^t* 1 * 1 ** 1 in Circuit Riders, Inc. books. 2109 Methodist Ministers. 

A 1 A PwasKwf a*»4 am TTC A ^ 1 f f A Vi a.j 1 I 1 • 



6.14 Presbyteri an USA Clergymen , 660 . Bank's t'Ol'ergvmenT ’1411*1 rotf 

books of compilations published by Circuit 



Episcopal Rectors and other 
Riders, Inc. 



I 

# 



’ 2. Approximately a third of the persons elected to the General 

Board of National Council of Churches have had similar records. 

. 3* At } ea *t 500 officers, denominational representatives and 

other officials of National Council of Churches have similar records. 
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We tollclt pre-publication orders for e major book report 
which Indicates whose names appeared where, when and how In sup* 
port of which pro-Communistlc and Communistic causes, either wit- 
tingly or unwittingly. The text shows the denominational connections 
and the National Council of Churches titles of these persons since 
1950. r 



It is Important that U. S. clergy and lay members of churches 
have an incontrovertible fact record regarding who did what, where, 
when and how - for and to whom. Every congressman, Senator and 
newspaper editor, columnist, radio and television commentator and 
public-spirited churchman should have this record. In return for 
each $4.00 contribution made on a pre-publication basis, we will 
mail one of these books to our list of persons in the above cate- 

or to you for mailing, or mail them with your or our address 
abel to your list of names. 



This is an era of propaganda and do-gooding during which 
approximately 10,000 clergymen have exceeded any other category of 
Ameri cans whose names have appeared in public print in support of 
pro-Communist and Communist causes. The American churchmen who have 
unwittingly financed their own difficulties and predicament, through 
the political and economic activity programs of their denominatisr- 
and the National Council of (Jhurches, and other concerned persons, 
groups and associations, should now make it possible for us to print 
a bound book of a few hundred pages which catalogues the precise 
records and makes it impossible for propagandists to successfully 

less than the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth. 



Will you airmail your contribution today in order that 
print the record which is already compiled? 



we can 



HGLrme 

— ................ Cut here 

Circuit Riders, Inc. 

110 Government Place, Room 925 
Cincinnati 2, Ohio 

Attached hereto is a check for $ 

Send books at the rate of $4.00 per book to: 

i \ Me at the address below 
i — I Circuit Riders, Inc. lists 
i — i My u«t 



Cordially your 



?T). 




M. G. Lowman 



as a contribution.' 
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October 11, 1061 




Your letter of October 4, 1061, has been received, 
and the Interest prompting you to communicate with me is appreciated. 

In response to your request, I would like to assure 
you that I did not make the statement attributed to me concerning 
the individual you mentioned in your letter. In this connection, I 
thought you might like to know that the FBI, being an investigative 
agency of the Federal Government, neither makes evaluations nor 
draws conclusions as to the character or integrity of any individual, 
organization or publication. 

I am enclosing some material you may like to read. 
j Sincerely yours, i J 

JL Edgar Hoover ‘ 




John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



DeLooch 
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Faith in God- -Our Answer to Communism 
10-1-61 LEB Intro 
The Communist Party, USA 
The Communist Party Line 
One Nattos'p;Pc*pqpse to Communism 
NOTE; Humes contain 'do information 
correspondence identifiable 
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A90TE: continued 

The National Council of Chferches of Christ (NCCC) 
Includes in its membership the leading Protestant churches in the 
country. Various cftJtics of the Council, without access to factual 
data to support their assertions, have claimed this group is communist 
controlled or influenced. The FBI, of course, has not investigated the 
NCCC. (100*50869) 
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October k, 1961 



Nr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Washington 25 , D.C. 



Dear Sir: 



✓''There has been a considerable amount of criticism of the 
(- ^Rational Council of Churches recently in this area. Al- 
legations have been made that - Beaters of the Council are 
connected with subversive organisations. 



One speaker vho has talked to several groups of church 
women in this city has charged that you have made a public 
statement that Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg, who was formerly a 
president of the national Council, was actually a card 
carrying member of th^ Communist Party. 

I am a member of the Methodist Church which is affiliated 
with and a supporter of the Rational Council, and I believe 
in the purposes for which it was established. I am reluctant 
h t o believe that anyone connected with it is subversive . If 
[you have in fact made the above statement about Dr. Dahlberg, 

I am sure you bad convincing evidence to support it, and will 
inot object to repeating it. If you did not make the statement, 
I am sure you will be glad to say so. 

In either event, I will appreciate it very much if you will 
write me as to whether you made such a statement. 
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October 13, 1061 
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Tour letter of October 2, 1061, has been 

received, and the thought prompting yon to write la appreciated. 

/ 

With reaped to your Inquiry, the FBI la atrictly 
an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, neither makes evaluations nor draws conclusions as to 
the charader or Integrity of any Individual, organisation or 
publication, fa this connection, Information contained in our 
files must be maintained as confidential In accordance with 
regulations of the Department of Justice. I regret that I am 
unable to help you and hope you will not infer either that we 
do or do not have data In our files relating to the subjects 
about which you asked. 

’ Enclosed is some literature on the general 

subject of communism which you may find of interest. 
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Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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NOTE: Neither the correspondent no 
is identifiable in Bufiles. 

The National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) 
includes in its membership the leading Protestant churches in the 
country. Various critics of the Council, without access to factual 
data to support their assertions, have claimed this group is 
communist controlled or influenced. The FBI, df course, has not 
investigated the NCCC. (100-50869) 
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Dear Sir: 



* 

Would greatly appreciate any information you 
«n furnish me about an organization called the '^National 
- Cnun cl Kof Chugghg^ : and about one of their members"RevT 
Xrnbn O^Aibogas t. \orCh * is T 



^ y This information is of great importance to me 

iifl I have heard this organisation wa s backed by t he communists* 
This Rev. Arbogast is at present in SHHBPt onducting a 
series of meetings* There is no at any of his 

services, yet he rents a store in the city pays a car payment 
has workers with him and the money has to be supplied from 
some source. 



I am pastor of a church about 10 miles from 

.. 1C * «ome of my members are taking in every thing 

this man says and if he is backed by the communist then my 
people need to know this and the Booner the better. 

„ Any information you have concerning this organization 

and this man will be highly appreciated. 

Hoping to hear from you soon I am, 

Sincerely yours, 

rn- to J (Jb' £1) S) " 
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Tour letter of October 9, 1961, hae boon 
received, and tbs Inters ft vhieh prompted you to write Is 
appreciated. 



Although 1 would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an Investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations nor draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organisation, publication or 
individual. 1 regret that I am unable to help you and hope you 
will not infer in this connection either that we do or do not have 
data in our files relating to the subject of your inquiry. 




Callahan 
Conrad 
DvLooch 
Evans 



Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of Interest. 
There is no charge for these items. 



Sincerely yours, 

X Edgar Hoover 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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October 3» 1961 




Federal ftireau of Investigation 
Bead Office 
Mashing ton D.C. 

Oentleoani 



If 1 «ay take a few moments of your busy schedule I ■Sr.wiH i 4 u e 
to aak a favor of you. _ r 

pi the last few aonths there has been an increased amount of 
intrest in the charges that thf TIatlonal Council of i tches 
contains within its membership taov^Conmranists. Tour department 
“* J*f“ on ® of U>® leading organisations in determining the 
validity or invalidity of these charges* 

i 

Jbuld you be so kind as to send ae any information regard!* 
this subject that you eight hare available for distribution? 

If there is any charge please bill ae and I will return the 
payment isaeadiately* 

Thank you for your time aa^mtrest, I am most appreciative* 



Sincerely 
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October 5, 1061 




Dear 

Your letter of September 26, with enclosure, has been received, 
fy>rf i welcome the opportunity to clarify our position with reject to the matter 
you mentioned. $ 

j ^ 

/ In my book, "Masters of Deceit, " I polr#9£ output it Is a 

Continuing program of the Communist Party to attempt Infiltration of every part 
of our society, Including religion. This is still true today. Fortunately, this 
eril conspiracy has not made any substantial penetratioSinto oux religious 
o/ganizatlons. se ** 



I would like to emphasize, however, that churdfcfes will continue 
_\Y to be important targets in the over-all subversive plan of endtsvorteg to con- 
Jfjr trol our ^established institutions. Patriotic Americans must <£pntinfce to take a 
tf Jy jfirm stand against communism and combat it wherever posslty*. But this 

fwXP imposition to communism must be careful, constructive and positive, and it 
Af must always be kept within the due process of law. In referefice tor the Item 
you enclosed, Assistant Director William C. Sullivan in his ^scusiston of 
^ communism dealt with this subject accurately and objectively? 

I am enclosing an outline of Mr. 8ulll van's remarks, together 
wUfe«pme (Other literature pertaining to this general subject which may be of 
(V lnt errtt toyou. ... .... .f 

M 1 liAnm 9f\ I ft ? > * * * 
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Sincerely yours, 

. - et- »ti Q, Edgar Hoowar 
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Enclosures (5) 

Communism and Religion by Assistant Director William C. Sullivan 

Re Internal Security Statement 4/17/61 

Communist Party Line 

Communism: The Bitter Enemy Of Religion 

Christianity*Today Series 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no Information identifiable with correspondent. His 
enclosure was a copy of the United Press International article by columnist 
Louis Cassels which appeared in newspapers throughout the country last April. 
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September 26, 1961 






Mr. Tal— 

Mr. Belmoa — n 
Mr. Mohr 
Mr. Col !a ho w 
Mr. Conrad. 
UrLyij^SL 

MrfCrans 

Mr. Uu'.mm 

Mr. K««u__ 
Mr. Scllr roB 

Mr. Tnrd _ 

Mr. Trotter 

Tel*. Room 

Mr. Ingram 

Mia* Gand 



Kiw/i 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

c/o Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 

o 

Recently the newly*»named President of the Rational 
Council of Churches, a Mr. Miller, in a meeting 
here in Los Angeles ^indicated that the F.B.I. a 
few months ago appointed Chief Inspector William 
C. Sullivan to deliver speeches on the Subject 
of red infiltration into our churches. Attached 
is an article published in the Hew York World- 
Telegram and Sun, Saturday, April 29. Copies of 
this were passed out at the meeting as confirma- 
tion of the fact6 as stated above. 

Undoubtedly you have heard of this situation from 
other citizens and I am wondering if you might 
have some information which you could send me 
regarding the situation. 



HI 






iGUO SU* E K 



tta CHEZl 



) ENCLOSURE 
0J1 \ C-3 A/: 7 4aT 

j o " v'* G> / 



•0 OClX 196} 






ICES?* 






oCT_a« 196 ' 








I 



10-t-ei 



PLAINTEXT 



TELEGRAM 



tf£.48 



lOa-SOM 






3 DEFERRED 



sc e> 

s q 




oo e -? 



* M 






^ t> 

^7 v x 

CD ^ 

TOUR LETTER SEPTEMBER TWENTY NINE RECEIVED^J^I QjtftSS 

1 Ci cb 



S 3 
I s* 



MOT FURNISH COMMENTS OR EVALUATIONS REGARDINq^H^ACTER 
OR INTEGRITT OF ANT INDIVIDUAL, ORGANIZATION OR PlStlCATION. 



I HAVE NOT MADE STATEMENT ATTRIBUTED TO ME IN TOUR 



LETTER. 



JOHN EDGAR HOOVER, DIRECTOR 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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NOTE: Bufibes contain no information concerning correspondent. Deferred 
telegram being utilized in view of deadline in this matter. The National Counc 
of Churches of Christ (NCCC) includes in its membership the leading 
Protestant churcheSrM^ffl^untry. Various critics of the Council, without 
access to factutfV^^™PP2* their assertions, have claipie# this group is 
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Hr J. Sdgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Bear Hr Hoover, 




September 29, 1961 




It has been stated here , M a "letters to the editor" 
coluim, that you said that the National Council of Churches 

is lead by sen who are subversives! £t~»eens to ae thal 

I read somewhere a denial of this, but c a n't find it. 




Would you send me a letter or telegram either confirming 
or denying this. I am very concerned about the attack on 
the Rational Council, and would like to clear up what I hope 
is a misunderstanding. 

I would appreciate it if it were possible to have a 
reply to go in next Thursday's paper. Deadline is Wednesday 
noon. ‘ 



Sincerely, 



T 
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Tour letter of September 27, 1961, has been receiveS, 
and the interest prompting you to communicate with me is appreciated. 



2 



I regret that I am unable to be of assistance to you 
concerning the matter of your inquiry. In carrying out its investigative 
responsibilities, the FBI does not make evaluations nor draw conclu- 
sions as to the character or integrity of any organisation, individual or 
publication. I hope that foa will not infer in this connection either that 
we do or that we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of 
your inquiry. I am enclosing some material you may like to read. 
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Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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The Deadly Contest 
The Communist Party Line 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no information 1 
Only reference in Bufiles -ddentifiable^o 
to her on 1-23-61 at which time she was 
> material is not being duplicated. 
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Sept - 27 - 1961. 



Dear Mr. Hoover— 

There has been so much controversy in our church about the 
National Council of Churches'being a communistic front— 
thoroughly infiltrated with communists— we would very much 
like to know your opinion of this organization— please— as 
being un american, etc. 1 

Yours truly — 




V 



- 0-1- I *) C= I 



CVVvv . 

^-RjUT-* ' £La -0 £ — c 9 



X^sl-Q^VV 

-*^0 



rav® 



Jni Balia nan 

MrRtonra# 

Mr.ipAQc 

Mr/Oin* 

M^Malone- 

Iff. Wft — 

Mr* Sullivan-. 

Mr* Tarrf 

Mr* Trotter 

Tde. StaoBt— 
Mr. Ingram- 
Miurtfeady- 




Q <L-^VX^VVvUl»_ / VV^ 



-U *-L> 

cfct» — lA — £i_j? — JO 



y_x_jQ^— 3 ^ 



,\i 



r« 

« 








t 



t if* f 

'll 



September 97, 1961 




Omt 

Tour letter of September 11, 1961, has been 
received, and the Interest which prompted you to write it 
tpprtc iaied. 

Although I would to be of service, the FBI “ 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as. j- 
such, (toes not make evaluations nor draw conclusions as to the^ 
character or Integrity ofanjr organisation, publication or 00 £ ^ 

individual. I regret that X am unable to help you and hope yon, * m 
will not infer in this connection either that we do or do not haw jg 
Ada in our files relating to the subject of your inquiry. » gf 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 
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Sincerely yours, 

fl> Edgar Hoover 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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You Can Do To Fight Communism 
b,0 esmihuhist Illusion and^moc$*ttfe ^Jlty 

Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion £ 
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Sept 21, 1061 




Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sirs, 




Would your organization be able to furnish me a report on the 
activities of thrNational Council of Churches operating in the United 
States. - 



I understand that this organization is pictured as being actively 
engaged in the support of the Communist Party U. S. A. Either by its 
political views or by official statements. 

So if your report of the organizations officers, members, 
and views over the past years, reveal this to be valid. I will move 
that our local church withdraw its- support of the National Council 
of Churches and also recommend that our state body withdraw. 




Sincerely yours, 
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September 18, 1881 
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^ Tour letter of September S3, 1861, has been 

received, and the expreeslon of confidence contained In jour 
communication Is appreciated. 

Although | would like to be of service, the FBI 
Is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not mik* evaluations nor draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any org anis atio n , p ubli c a t io n or 
Individual. I regret that t am unable to help you and hope you 
will not Infer In this connection either that we do or do not have 
data In our files relating to the subject of your Inquiry. 

Enclosed Is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism whieh may be of Interest. 
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Sincerely yours, 

JP* Sdgar Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
s Directdr 
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Enclosures (4) Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality. : r “ 
One Nation’s Response to Comipunism */ /s 

f 4-17-61 Internal Security Statement / yT , 7 u, 

\Red Goals and Christian Ideals 7^ 

^rVjOTE: Bufiles contain no references to correspondent. 
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Hr. Hoover, 

I am a very disturbed person including a few 
more by the things I have been reading and hearing. It is also 
causing splits in churches. 

"Do you have any evidence of Communist in the 
^National Coun cil of Churches?" 

* ■ - ■ ■ r ■! i 

r 

I feel that your department is doing a wonderful 
|ob about communism, but we having so many moisy detractors. 

I appreciate your cooperation in this matter. 




Tours, 
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September 17, 1061 
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Tour totter of September SI, 1961, has been 
received, and the Interest which prompted you to write to 
appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
to an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations nor draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organisation, publication or 
Individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope you 
will not infer In this connection either that we do or do not have 
data in pur files relating to the subjects of you r inquiries. 

Enclosed to some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 
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Sincerely yours, 

JL Edgar Hoover 

« 

John Edgar Hoover 



Director 



Enclosures (6) 

4-17-61 Internal Security Statement _ a 
Faith in God— Our Answer^ CpmpnttijHb > £y 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
The Communist Party Line 
Christianity Today Series 
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|MOT^ CONTINUED: The National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) 
•includes in its membership the leading Protestant churches in the 
country. Various critics of the Council, without access to factual 
data to support their assertions, have claimed this group is communist 
controlled or influenced. The FBI, of course, has not investigated 
the NCCC. (100-50869) 
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Sept. 21, 1961 



Mr. J. Edger Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dea^ Mr. Hoover, 

I am a teacher of Civics in the Texas Public 
Schools. I was wondering if I could obtain some information 
concerning communist activities in the United States. 

There are two questions in particular that I 
have been wondering about. First, lithe N.A.A.C.P a co mmunis t 
✓ on communist backed organization? Second, is this true of the 
^ National Council of Churches? 

Thank you very much for any consideration given to 
my letter and for any information that you might forward to me 
that would be enlightening to be as well as my students. 

Sincerely, 
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September 16, 1961 



I have received pour letter of September 20 and 
appreciate the concern whicK prompted your communication. 
Please accept my thanks for your kind sentiments. I am pleased 
to learn of the interest in your area in my book, "Masters of 
Deceit." 

In response to your inquiry, I would like to 
point out that the FBI is strictly an investigative agency of the 
Federal Government and neither makes evaluations nor draws 
conclusions as to the character or integrity of any organisation, 
Individual or publication. I am sure you understand my being 
unable to comment concerning the organisation about which you \ 
inquired. I hope you will not infer in this connection either that 
we do or do not have information in our files relating to this * 
group. 

In view of your interest, I am enclosing some 
material you may like to read. 



O D£ 



Sincerely yours, 

HSBSBB Edgar Hqomk 
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Dear Mr Hoover, 

We are iolftseflteflL in knowing if the CROP drive is a 

( legitimate drive. Since thfeTTa tional Council of Churches i n this 
area are promoting it L wfe know this to be a communist sponsored 
organization we were concerned in knowing whether to participate. 



Your book "Masters of Deceit" is being widely read 
\ in this area and with God’s help we may stop this cancerous growth 
| of communism. May God bless and keep you. 

v. 

Sincerely yours. 
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September 20, 1061 
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Tour letter of September 12, 1061, has been received. 

I vent to tK ftlA you for your thoughtfulness in writing to me and for 
your kind wishes. 

In response to your request, I want to assure you that 
1 did not make the statement attributed to me that you mention in your 
communication. 

I have consistently stated that churches have been and 
will continue to be important targets in the over-all communist program 
of endeavoring to infiltrate our established institutions, and we must 
remain alert to such efforts to subvert our way of life. The commu- 
nists have tried to infiltrate every part of our society, including the 
field of religion. Fortunately, this evil conspiracy has not made any 
yqfr+ fynHai penetration into our religious organisations. 
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In view of your Interest, I am enclosing some material 
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Sincerely yours, 
J- Edgar HocSRB 
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Do To Fight Co^cDuls] 



ou can oo to rignt tofwuasm 

"Faith in God— Our Answer cSa 
Christianity Today Series 

Nation's Response to Communism 
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to W. C. Sullivan dated Ai 



ist 11. 1981. cataloged 



Inal Uictard A^ens, thief Council lor U4 „ 
Hous^Commltte^n Un-American Activities (NCUA) daring the hear Sag 
given the Secretary of the Air Force, the Honorable Dudley C. Sharpe, 
before the Committee on 2-25-60, at which time he said ’’Thus far of the 
leadership of thp National Council of C hurches of ChriaLin America we 
have found over 100 persons in leadership capacity with either Communist 
front records or records of service to Co mm u n ist causes. 
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September 12, 1961 



Mr. 'J. Edgar Hoover 

Chi^ef - Federal Bureau of Investigation 
.Washington 25, D. C. 

.DedpKr. Hoover: 



•£ *-r Recently I addressed a Church group, stating 

•'"•facts about th^ National Council of Ch urches. I 
vas^asked to do thisr because I served five years,^ > 
on the staff of the old Federal Council of ChurcnfSy 
and one year on the staff of the National Council ^ fi 





In the course of my address I quoted statement 
and it has been made by your Deputy, Mr. Sullivan, • 
defending the Council. In the question period that 
followed a gentleman read a statement from the Con- 
gressional Record, which quoted you as saying (and 
this is not verbatim) that after careful investiga- \ 
tion, you found that there were about 100 Communists \ 
in the National Council. This to me was a shocking 1 
statement and I cannot believe that you made it. May 
I ask your indulgence to give me the basic facts for 1 
such a charge. 



V 



With all good wishes, I am 



Cordially yours. 
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Tour totter of September 18, 1961, has been 
received, end the interest Which prompted you to write Is 
appreciated. 



In response to jour inquiry, I would like to 
advise that the FBI, as strictly an investigative agency of the 
Federal Government, does not furnish evaluations or comments 
relative to the character or integrity of any individual, organ* 
isation or publication. In keeping with this policy, we have 
not, therefore, issued any releases such as you mentioned. 

Our supply of the booklet you requested has 
been depleted; however, I am enclosing several other items 
regarding communism you may wish to read. 



8incerely yours. 




JLEdgac Hoover 

John Bdgar Hoover 
Director 
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Th ^National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) 
includes in its membershi p the leading Protestant churches in 
the country. Various critics of the Council, without access to 
factual data to support their assertions, have claimed this group 
is communist controlled or influenced. The FBI, of course, has 
not investigated the NCCC. (100-50869) 
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Sept. 18, 1961 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Information Section 
Washington, D. C. 

Gentlemen; 

I am interested in whether ornot your fine organization has made 
any releases relating to the 1 nature 6f the personnel and the activities 
of th<rNational Council of Churches. Any information you can give 
me on this matter would be greatly appreciated. 

I also would like to have some copies of J. Edgar Hoover's pamphlet 
entitled "Communist Target -- Youth" as I think this is a great booklet. 




Very truly yours. 
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date: September 20, 1961 

1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Baumgardner ££.' 
1 - Mr. Barrington 
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES , < 

(ncc) * - 1 

Th ^N&tlnnal C o nnell' of Ch arches (NCC) is the leading 
Protestant Church presently in the United States. Its head- 

f narters are located at 475 Riverside Drive, New York City. It 
s comprised of 34 denominations with an estimated membership 
of about 39 'million. 

The following were listed as national officers of 
the NCC for 1960-1963 trienniom as shown in the attached leaflet 
which is published by the NCC. ^ 

( ~ r J. Irwin Miller 
I Christian Churches 
! (Disciples of Christ) 
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Bishop John WesleyLord 
(The Methodist Church) 



The Most Rev. Metropolitan Antony Bashif 
(Syrian Antiochian Orthodox Church) 

David B.Tassat 

(United Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A 

Edward D/lltant Sr, c l- 

(Presbyterian Church ,U.S. ) ^ 

Donald L^^Selfferich “ U 
(United Church of Christ, ftvangelical 
: * Reformed) 

Irwin J/Stabbers \ 

(Reformed church in America) 



F. DouglasTellwright 
(United Presbyterian Church in ifyb UXA 

Mrs. William SaleVerrell 
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Memorandum Baumgardner to Sullivan 
RE: NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
100-50869 



Vice Presidents for Divisions Bishop Reuben H. Jftieller 
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Recording Secretary 
Treasurer 

Associate Treasurer 
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General Secretary 
Associate General Secretary 



(Evangelical United Brethren) 
Christian Education 

J.\w 



Rev, Norman J, Beugher 
(Church of the Brethren 
Christian Life and Work 



Rev. Earl S. \rb , . 
(United Lutheran Church in America) 
Foreign Missions 1 
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tson 



Rev. Theodore S, — . 
(Augustana Evangelical Lutheran) 
Home Missions 



Rev* S. P.YStocker 

(Moravian Church) • 

David B><assat . *-■' / 

(United Presbyterian Church in the UjjL^ 



John H.\latt 
fd Pre 



(United ftesbyterian Church in the U.S./ 
Rev. Roy G. R^ss 
R. H. EdwinS^py 



T No information of a subversive nature 
Bureau files on any of the above officers except 
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Submitted for record and file purposes in Bureau file 
■National Council of Churches." I 
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1 - Hr. Gurley 
September 18, 1961 
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X hir« r«eelv«d your letter dated September 13, 
1861, aad the laterest which prompted poor eommualeatlmg 
with me is appreciated. 

While 1 would like to be of aasietaaee, the 
jurisdiction aad reeponsibilitiee of the PBI, strictly 
an investigative agehcy of the Federal OOTtnant, do 
mot extend to furnishing evaluations or comments co m- 
corning the character or integrity of any Individual* 
organisation or publication. Z an sure you mill under- 
stand the necessity for this policy and will mot infer 
that we do or do mot hare in our files the information 
you desire. 



MAILEQ3Q 



Sa rise of your interest in the internal 
security of the United States, 1 as enclosing too items 
of literature which you may like to road. 

Sincerely yours, 

1 | A Edgar Hoover 
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John Sdgar ■cover 
Director 
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HOTB OH YELLOW: 

Buflles contain no identifiable references 
to the correspondent . 

The National Council of the Churches of Christ 
has not been Investigated by the Bureau* Ve have kept 
abrea&t of the efforts of the Communist Party to 
infiltrate it through our over-all investigations of 
the Communist Party, USA. It does not appear that the 
policies of this organization are being dictated by the 
Communist Party. (100-50869) 

The following Items of literature were sent 
to the correspondent: 

1. "What You Can do to Fight Communism and 
Preserve America.** 

2. Director's Statement Dated April 17, 1961, 
Regarding Internal Security. 




Office of The 
Dear Sirs: 



X would be interested to know if jour 
depart sent has any evidence of the National Council 
of Churches having Cosnunistlc affiliation. I have 
beard 'they have, also they haven *t I would like to know 
what you think. 



Thank you 
Sincerely 
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J« Bdgar Hoover / — ■ — — — - 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
ft ashing ton, D.C. 

Dear Sir* 

s«T“ ss:a 

issues? Ht n3lni8ter more information on tnese 
thJ ” B “n%j;™ i ne? 0 id?l l «. 0Ut nope 

tlso one of the strongest voices in the city e^ninst ’ 

tnJ.wh T° r Abo “ tlon "^d "Co.™„nis.non the vip\l™l ' 
o ^lifi tne bulletin w Commrists Target Youth* 

/ne etron^v 1 ^ hfaVedont *™e anti- Comunis, *ork *nicn 
Councl?^rit is^^K 6 ? £ f * 4 However I «*lso kno» that tru 
but is used bj tn^. N#/ #C ' 19 * 0t filled * Uil eommur.ists 

f.pr.J e ?°i h0p 4-.J h v t ln SOTne Wft i r Y™ Cf n advise us. It 
certainly will be t ppreciated. 



Yours truly p 
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August 31, 1961 



J. Edgar floorer, director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: t 

L^enfore^fit* In?h 8ter ' a long Prerious background of 

** ^ lth ? ne of the Ter y large and outstanding law 
enforcement agencies of our country* ™ 

?? th l behe , st of on«-9f my parishioners, who is fearful 
S™, I ^ h ° T % allOWed m ? self bec t one « "dupe" of the forces of 
Communism, in some moderately "liberal" views which I hold. 

The particular reference in which this lady requested me to write 
to you is in reference to the National Council of Churches. I am 
perfectly satisfied that this organization is one of the great 
forces for good in our present scene, and one whose loyaltv and 
patriotism are above reproach, i— : in fact, one of the potent forc-s 
against Communist influence in our country. 

Yy parishioner, on the other hand, is satisfied that the Council 

is not only questionable in itself, but is honeycombed with subversive 
elements • 

Personally, I have become weary of this latter point of view, with 
which I am very familiar. Yet, I promised to write to you for your 
opinion of the National Council, in this regard. I am aware that 
across the history of the Federal Council, and its successor, the 
National Council, there have been a f«rr who have courted the Communist 
point of view, from idealistic motives, most of whom have since ''•come 
disabused of their Communist leanings. It is my belief that noneof 
these persons has ever held any important office in the Council, with 
the possible exception of one man, who fifty years ago, for a sh^rt 
period, did hold such office. He is now an old man, and no lon-er to 
be seriously reckoned with. *" 

While these are my convictions, based on observation and study, I ar 
open to honest evidence. In your considered opinion, is the National 
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sUn^int of 

In let as a law enforcement officer, as a minister and 

as a citizen, express my utmost confidence in the Federal *3ur-au of 
Investigation in its responsibility of guard* nr arainst the inf-nfno+-<«« 
inroads of Communism, /wish I might s^ «'^c? C ?o? ^ of^e 
amateur groups haring official status, who are so active in the field. 

3!n++^ tter * i e a ” hon * st search for information, though admittedly is 
written, not from my own sense of need, but at the insistence of a 
parishioner who is convinced that I am being led down dangerous paths. 

Please place my name on a mailing list which will provide me ri th 
appropri a te * inf orma ti on in this field. proviae me with 



Sincerely, 
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September 15, 1961 
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Tour letter postmarked September 12, 1961, has 



IflfiirEP BO 

SEP 1 5 1951 

COMM -FBI 



been received. ~ r 

. ' . 

The FBI, as an investigative agency of the Federal 
Government, does not make evaluations nor draw conclusions as 
to the character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. For that reason I am unable to furnish the information 
you requested although'you should not infer that our files either 
do or do not contain data concerning this matter. 

Enclosed is some material about communism you 
may wish to read. 

T Sincerely yours, 

jLEdgat Hoove -y-j 

L John Edgar Hoover 03 

Director i 

c 

closures (3) | 

Faith in God-- Our Answer To Communism g. 

Communist Illusion 1 gndDembcrfcitic Reality S'* 

Christianity Tdday series ^ ^ * 

MOTE: Correspondent cannot.be ^identified in Julies. ^ 
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Mr. Hoover, 

Please send me^he information concerning 
the communist influence in theNational Council of Churches. 



/ 




B SEr 18 1961 




1 - Hr. Gurley 



4 

J , 80.29 



September 15, 1961 





1 hiTi received your lot tor dated Sopteabor 12, 
1961, mad tho latoroot obi eh prompted your communicating 
with mo lo appreciated. 



While 1 would like to bo of ooolstooeo, tho 
Jurisdiction mod roopoooibilltloo of the FBI, strictly 
os UvMtifttlT# agency of tho Foderol Government, do 
oot extend to furnishing evaluations or eoMtiti »»- 
eorolBg the character or integrity of soy individual, ^ 
organisation or poblleotloa. 1 aa sure you will^ador-^ 
stead tho aocesolty for this policy sad will ao*> infer* 
that wo do or do aot hare la our files tho lafr^yatlbaw 

you doslro. 
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8 lacoroly 



John Bdg ar Boever 
■tractor 
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Buttles contain ao identifiable- ruf exoncoa 
to correspondent. t r '' '•£ 

TbehBltldJti^P^Guncll of fire £hu pches of 
Christ has ^JBswVWlftigatod by the j/* 

have kept abreast of the efforts of the Coaaunihi Party 
to infiltrate It thrjytB J^ir over-ail investigations 
of the Comn&tl Plrty, USA. It does not appear that 
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Mr J Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D C 

Dear Sir* ^ 

o 

It has been stated as a fact to me that "the head of the National 
Council is a card carrying Communist who is on the ^ 

Ml list of suspects" • 

I do not have any information to refute this charge and will 
appreciate your advice in this regard. I am personally adquainte^ 
with the President of 'the HOC, Mr Irwin Miller of Columbus, Ind. i y 
It could be that this charge was made against him or perhaps the 
Executive Secretary or Director of the HCC. 

I in any event, I will appreciate whatever information you are 
/ able to give me in this connection. 
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September IB, 1901 










Mr. ToI»ob — 
Mr. IWmont. 
Mr. Mohr — 
Mr. Callthan 
Mt. Conrad.. 
Mr. Deboach 
Mr. Erana — 
Mr. Malone- 
Mr. Rosen — 
Mr. Sullivan 
Mr. Tavel — 
Mr. Trotter- 
Tele. Room— 
Mr. Ingram - 
Miu Gandy- 



Dear 

Tour letter of September 11, 1901, bae been recelsqc 
and the concern prompting you to communicate with me la appreciate 

< 

b reaponee to~four request, I hare cons latently stats*, 
that churchea hare been and will continue to be important targeU in 
the over -all comm uniat program of endeavoring to infiltrate our estab- 
liahed tnatitutiona, and we muat remain alert to aueh efforta to sub- 
vert our way of life* The communlata have tried to infiltrate every 
part of our eociety, including the field of religion. Fortunately, thin 
evil conspiracy has not mkde any substantial penetration into our 
religious organisations. Patriotic Americana muat continue to take 
a firm atand againat communism and combat it wherever possible. 

This opposition muat be careful, constructive and positive, and It 
muat always be kept within the due process of law. 

f Enclosed are some items on this general topic you may 



like to read. 
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it ^Director 
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Uh#%c 1 99 Mo to fight Coniznumam 

'Faith in God— Our AasmSt To Cemmtnlsm" r. 

tommunlat Illusion and Democratic Reality 
ieries from "Christianity Today" 1X1 

be Nation's Response to Communism 

JOTE: Buttles contain no information Identifiable with correspondent. 
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September 11, 1961 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director of the FBI 
Washington, D.C. 




Dear Sir* 

T * he minister of this church in ^sRstjKsaf 
June 27 of this year, and discovered that the people 
much eoncflfnfl^ htr ♦■K « n « _ pj-© 



ire 



u j j uiscuvexea unax 

?L‘^ oh ?: r g es Of Oonmunlsinm the' churches 

■fils 



on 

e very 

fie cnurcnes, and 
final Council o f 
-O JlWo.1 1 U ULLL 'T'l#ws on 



especially the charges of Communism in th. „ 

huaters neea to iil^i juiu M-fcws on 

say. whiS thfv vn res £ ect and will believe what you 

♦•Koi ^ e H ev e no one else who attempts to tell them 

that wide Communist infiltration is a falsehood. P 1 ™ 

ssiRsi?.*w^4JoS^r M have a 

Thank you very much* 
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Yours truly, 
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Tour letter postmarked September 9, 1961, has § » 

bees received, and the interest which prompted you to write Is r « 
appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of sere ice, the FBI 
U aa Investigative afenpy of the Federal Government ii^ ii 
such, does not matot evaluation a nor draw conclusions as to the 
character or intefrity of any orga n! r a t ion, publication or 
x Individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope you 
will not infer in this connection either that we door do not haws 
Sate In our files relating to the subject of your inquiry. 

* Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 

pfam^ subject of communism which may he of Interest. 
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Sincerely yours, 

9L Edgsc Hoovec 

JOfaa Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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=r |t toOU bA (4) What Y&tian DcPKVm CommunUiy 'u? i 

TEz*Z Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality / * uft' gy 

r* Christianity Today Series - l/l/Ifs' *V 

.« ■— Response to Communism - V v jf 

r T^ VTg- Jhrfiu. contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
Dear Sir: 



I have been informed that the objectivies of the 
National Council of Churches, and the Communist Party are 
alik^ and Jarrell on numerous counts. 

Could you send me documented evidence of of thu 

material. 



Sincerely yours 
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September 14, 1961 




r 

Tour letter of September 9, with enclosures, hu £ 
been received, and It vu certainly thoughtful of you to write. Ini 
deed? appreciate your very kind remark* concerning my admin- ? 

TO. m 4 »J uiocliU. Md I .lac.reljr bop. Ihrt® | 
our future endeavor* wUl merit your continued approval. I-H ® 

While I would like to be of aervlce, the VBI te an 5 
Investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, 
doea notmakeevaluattone nor draw conclualooa an to the cha r ac ter 
or Integrity of any organisation, publica t ion or Individual. I hope 
vou will not Infer la this connection either that we do or do not have 
data la our files relatt* to the subjects of your inquiry. 



ft is always good to 
strata an awareness of the evils of 
desire to combat this threat to oar 
material you may wish to read. 



from ettUeas who demon* 
nanism and who display a 
Inclosed Is some 
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What Too Can Do To Fight Communism 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
Director's 4-17-61 Statement re Internal Secud^ 
Expose of Sofiet Espionage 
Series from 'Christianity Today” 



Buflles contain no informatlan conce 



Correspondent enclosed clippings from 9-9-61 issue 
erMorning Telegraph” dealing with a speech Skousen made 
to Tyler Freedom Forum. 
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Mr, J. Idgar Hoover 
Director, F.B.I. 
Washington, D.C. 
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Dear Sirs 



Knowing that you are a very busy person,I 
hesitate about writing this letter, but I feel 
that 1 wist have inf oxmation from 
whom I can rely. You, I feel, are theonly one 

that can tell me what T would .like to know. 

* 






I am 82 years old, a housewife *** *** mother 
of two sons. I truly want to be ^patriotic 
American and inform J^self as a good citisen 
should. Feeling as I do, I am finding it naraer 
Svery day to Sow what to believe and what not to 
believe. We have a^organizationinour city 
called the "Freedom Forum", and at first I was 
sold on it; theese people were going to tell me 
what communism* is and how I can combat 
now I wonder if their purpose ^ » 

They seen to keep talking about how rife our . . 
government is with communists, that the U.F. is 
fust a kind of conznunist front, and a J* 
other things T mot. understand- 



Enclosed you wam. f*- — ® ~ m 
morning newspaper, that will give anideaof 
whatlam talking fikousen made h 



of communist front, and a lot or ^ • 

0*7** wIUTIp} » cllpplnf_rr0B,<«r — 



speech here in Tyler 

— • _ B a. * * — 



F.B.I. agent. Hr. Earl 



r.C.X. *8«UV| ru. • 
Ithft Freedom Forum 



about . Mr . ^Skousen made hisr 

last night. Another former 
- ■“ * ‘ ■“ - president 



Ken I 



so I have heai 



ome at them are quite good, out, 
he +*^ ationftl Coupc11 0? Churc — 
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and this Is one of ths main things that 
would like to know about. Ba gives on* __ 
impression that the Rational Council of Chur- 
ches is a very liberal organization, bordering 

on being pro-communist. Is this true? 

Mr. Hoover. I do not like to see anything having 
to do with the churches attacked, and unless 
this is absolutely true I think it should be 
scotched. You are the one person that I think 
can tell me where to get unbiased information 
on theese subjects. 

I am becoming leery of all these "authori- 
ties" and want to know real Yacts. Hay I take 
this opportunity to tell you that/OP' person, 
for whom all citizens of this nation, have the 
greatest respect' and admiration. The years of 
honest service that you have given to us all 
are sincerely appreciated. Thank you for any 
information you may be able to send me. 
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dam bourn 1 b tbi Bute Depart- < 
am L iworgantea tt» United Na- i 
Sons or aba cat out of S. bmak 
fflplamatic labttoasortth crimtaa 1 , 
Route and dap 0» whole Com- 
block with • ISO par ubt 
trade «bgfp» 

This b what formtr FK Agmt 
W. Chon Skoosan 4 Salt Lake 
CBy teM aw than 1.W awiteod- 

toe picture an Pepe ». factiuT 

tag Tyterite* and Eaat Teuna 
a vv<»y gjfbt during the first pub* 
lie lecture aponaored by the per* 
manent Tyler Freedom Forum. 

ff»«— « author of 'The Naked 
Communist.” traced moat of this 
c o untry 's modem-time blunders 
■tnifbt to an elite, professional. 
SiS« segment of the U. * 
State Depa rtm ent He mentioned 
file ousted Alger Hiss as a prime 
of this group which atiQ 
has a strong voice in the farmula- 



[This, be e nyh aa tod. ns a Own- , 
muntet operation It the b e ginn i ng • 
and atffl te. bat now ander the 
d*^f**** if the U. N. 

ftah| te lor particular attack 
ms On charter of tba world or- 
ganization, oapo ri a H y tha portion 
which give rate power te the fire 
members of the eacufiy «*■*& 
Russia, be pointed eat need fid 
authority efiectivaly te avoid can- 
tor is the Hungarian revolution 
end investigation te tbs shooting 
down teat year cf an American 
; recoiwiftinm bo mh t r *, 

He noted that be and eeveral 
other critics of the U.N. are ndw 
working on e revised charter and 
I hope to have it co m p l eted to the 
1 near future. ' , . 

i Advocating taking the offensive 
in the cold war. Shoosen said the 
; U. S. should start looking upon 
1 m international 

j criminals and start d oing a few 
> things to them, rather than wait- 
* (Sae AMERICA. Pg. t. See. 1) 
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TYLER FREEDOM FORUM— (From left) 
Marshall Adkins of Troup and Roy Os- 
bom of Arp ore shown being greeted 
Fridoy night to the first official func- 
tion of the permanent Tyler Freedom 
Forum by Jennings Vaughn one of its 
directors, and the Rev. Bill Moore, pos- 



\ 



tor of Southern Oaks Baptist ChWch and 
o member of the Freedom Foruln's ex- 
ecutive committee. W. Cleon Skousen of 
Salt Lake City, author ond former FBI 
opent, addressed the public meeting. 
(See story Page 1, Section 1.) 

(Morning Telegraph Staff Photo) 
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Tour Utter dated September 7, 1961, hie b6n ^ 
received, and ! appreciate the Interest prompting you to write:— 



1 regret I anf unable to furnish an answer to your 
Inquiries. The FBI, as an investigative agency of the Federal 
Government, neither makes evaluations nor draws conclusions 
ns to the character or Integrity of any organisation, publication 
or individual. May I add that information to our files must be 
maintained as confidential through a regulation of the Department 
of Justice. I hope you frill not Infer that we either do or do not 
have data concerning subjects about which you asked. 



I am enclosing some material pertaining to com- 
munism you may care to read. 

T Sincerely yours, 

Edgat Hocwei 
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John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Enclosures (4) 



_ Faith in God- -Our Answer To Communism 
p^°* ch - — * note: Correspondent cannot be identified in Bufiles. 
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Mr Hoover, 



.«t'' ***& 



8ept 7, 1961 



I am a member ef-The "Churhh of the Brethern," 
due to some reports against thWNational Council of Churches a f 
America" and also the "RevteedBtandard Ve rsion" of tSe "Bible " 



and 

T» 



. A A group of us members have been etuding over these 

two. Vtoat we would like to know is if you have any records in your 
office of the members of the "Council,” or the writers of the rIb. V. 
as being in anyway connected with the Communist. As members of 
IwVmany?** ®y m P a thi**rs, or former members of the party. If so 



i ms is ox utmost importance to us. Our belief is that 
toe only way toe Communist have of wrecking our way of Goverment is 
toroiyh toe church, orany religious activities. This is the very thing 
we want to avoid, and try all means we don’t want to support anv 
organization where they are in. J 

. 4 . . . P 118 information will be of great help in our deciding 

5 0,6 o^orch or to look for one which does not support either 

of toe two stated above 

v 

We would like this information as soon.as possible 
" Thank You Very Much" 



Sincerely 



/u - J Q ?y - 7 7 7 
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Dear 






September 7, 1961 



iNh ' 




-ni ^ 

m 

w i g 
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X bare received your letter dated August SI and appre- * C 
elate the concern which prompted yon to write to me. Pleaae accept 
my thanka tor your hind comment# and prayers. 

*T 

In response to your request, the quotation you cited 
was taken from a statement I made before the Committee on Un^ 

American Activities, Bouse of Representatives, on March $6, 1047. 

I regret that copies of the substance of my remarks are 4b# outlbf 

print and no longer available. 

/ g-.. c 

1 would like to point out that It Is a continuing program 
of the Communist Party to attempt Infiltration of every pa£$ our 
n society, Including religion. This is still true today. Fortrift¥tely{$his 
/ J Sjf' "evil conspiracy has not made any substantial penetration Into our reli- 
f Jup / gious organizations. I would like to emphasize, however, that c hu r ch e s 

i ! y. will continue to be Important targets In the over-all subversive plan of v , 
^endeavoring to control our established institutions, and we qratt re m a in l\^r 
Xyj alert to any attempt to replace our national traditions with tBgathekgfc yv 
f philosophy of communism. c? ^ a 

j “ S£m '° fours, 

SEP-71K1 ntStotHoow -U 

6,^ L. -J < ' f 

I!!*-- . - B OTE; Bufiles contain no Information identifiable with the correspondent. The 

u* quotation she refers to amaxw intfee 6rdj#entence of the last paragraph, page 

Coarad 11 of the pamphlet entitled "Mfenaie b^tdttmunism, M which is the Dlrsctor'a 
&!*./■/ statement made before the Committee on Un-American Activities, Bouse of 
Representatives , March 26, 067. -The sentence referred to was palled from 
-Y-- the middle of the paragraj&. CE This publication is out of print. 
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August 31, 1061 







Honorable J. Edgar Hoover: 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

t 

The writer is a member of the Methodist Church also 
a Member of the Daughters erf the American Revolution. 

Jn our town, The National Council of Churches is strongly 
supported by the best element^! all denominations in our town. I do 
not belong and will not go along with this organization. 

Recently in one of our church groups I read an article 
from "The Sword of the Lord" Edited by John R. Rice in Wheaton, 

HI. Written by Rev. Archer Weniger, D. D. The caption, "The 
Deadly Parallel Between gome Objectives of the National Council of 
Churches and The Criminal Conspiracy of the Communist Party TJSA". 
In this article he quoted: J Edgar Hoover stated, "I confess to a real 
apprehension so long as communists are able to secure Ministers of 
the gospel to do their evil work. " 

To nite at a dinner party this was discussed and I was told 
all kinds of ugly things concerning the paper, the Editor, and that you had 
never made such a statement. Of course I realize how busy you and your 
staff stay constantly, and I apologize for taking your time to read and 
answer this, but I feel to try to awaken our fine people of our little town, 
a good town I I must have some help. And From you. So will you please 
answer this letter and tell me if this above quote was made by you. Our 
dear church people are so gullible, I fear for what will be the reauiu* - 



In our little southern towns we do not come face to lace 
with communists and all sorts of communism but oh, how subtly it can 
work in our groups of good women and men. 






7 Please, kindly answer this at your earliest convenience 

May God bless and keep you and yours for years to come. We need you! ! 

— f f V W 



Respectfully yours, 

/sy 
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Tour Utter of Aufuet II, 1901, he* been x 5 
received, end the intereet w^ich prompted you to write i* 
apprscistsd. I went to thank you for your kind comment* 
and tor the confidence you expressed In the work of this 
Bureau. 

Although I would like to he of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government an <£M 
such, doe* not make evaluation* nor draw conclusions as tfethe 
character or integrity of any organisation, publication* > 
individual. I regret that 1 am unable to help you an<xro>e ygh 
will not infer in this connection either that we do or nave 
data in our files relating to the subject of your inquiry, 

Enclosed is some literature dealing witi?i£e ^ 

J V. /general subject of communism which may be of interest. 

Ws do not, however, soak* material of this type available on a 
j continuing basis. , 

•tnemljr a.Jp-A j' 

. , ,* w 

MASnaO Ml rvff 

SEP- 8 1961 ‘S' Wi 
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Enclosures (4) 

What Tou Can Do To Fight Communism 
Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 
r Bov TO Fight Communism** 

One Nation's Response to Communism 

NOTE: Correspondent is sot identifiable in Buttles. 

The National Council of Churches of Christ (NCCC) includes in its 
membership the leading Protestant churches in the country. Various 
critics of the Council, without access to tactual dftta to support their 
assertions, hare claimed this group is communist controlled or infkMuced. 
The FBI, of course, has not Ixnrestigated the NCCC. (100-50860) 
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J.Sdgar Ho over, dir cot or 
federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington,D.C. 

Dear Sir, 

X as a Method let sinister ,with a long previous background 
of law enf ornament .with one of the very large and outstand- 
ing law enforeeaent agenoies of our e aunt ry • 

X write this at the behest of one of ay pariahiohera,who is 
fearful that X hare allowed myself to become a "dupe" of the 
foroes of C omaunism , in some soderately "liberal" views which 
X hold. 

The particular reference in which this lady requested ns to 

write to you is in reference to CnpnM 1 Qf> 

Churches. X as perfectly satisfied that this organisation 
li one o r " t he great forces for good in our present soene,and 
one whose loyalty and patriotiss are above reproach,-- -in 
fact ,one of the potent forces against Cowsunist influence in 
our country. 

Uj parish! oner, on the other hand, is satisfied that the Council 
is not only questionable in itself, but is hone yo ashed with 
subversive elements. 



Personally, I have bacons weary of this latter point of view, 
with which I as very familiar. let, I premised to write to 
you for your opinion of tho Motional Council, in this regard. 
X as aware that across the history of the TOdcral Counoil, 
and Its successor .the actional Counoil, there have boon a 
fow who have courted the Cossunist point tf view, from ideal- 
istic mot Ives, most of whom have since become disabused of 
their Communist leanings. Xt is my belief that none of these 
persons has over hold any important office in the Council, 
with tho possible exception of one nan,*io fifty years ago, 
a short period, did hold such office. Be is teranj old 
,and no longer to bo seriously reokgmd 

While those are my convictions ,based_ea obse: 
study,! am open 



/ 



*or 



4 
% 



» ns's 



to honest evidence. In your edW^tfeicd^ 961 

— r#h 










• 2 - 



eplnlen,ls tbs Bational Counoil of Ohurohes a laagtrow 
organisation ,fron tbs standpoint sf Cosnouniot infiltra- 
tion? J 

In olosing.let a» t »i s law enforcement officer .as a minister, 
and as a oltixen, express aj utmost confidence in tbs Federal 
Bnrsan sf Investigation in its responsibility of guarding 
against tbs infiltrative inroads of Communism. I wish I night say 
as nuch for sons of tbs asnteur groups having offislal status, 
who are so aotlve in tbs field* 

This letter is an honest saaroh for lnfomation,though 
adnlttefUfr is written ^not from ay cm sense of need, but at 
the insistenoe of a parishioner who is oonvinood that I an 
being led down dangerous paths* 



Please plaoe ay none on a nailing list whloh will provide 
ne with appropriate Infomatlon in this field. 
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COMM-fBI 
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Tour letter dated September 1, 1061, 
has been received, sod I appreciate the Interest which 
prompted you to write. 

Although 1. would like to be of service, 
the files of the FBI are confidential through a regulation 
of the Department of Justice. I hope you will not Infer 
that we either do or do not have Information In our files 
concerning the Individuals or organisations about which 
you inquire. / 

1 am enclosing some literature pertaining 
to fiftwnmniiiB you may care to rend. 



Sincerely yours, 

«L£4 gw Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Sept 1, 1961 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D*C. 

Hr, Hoover, 

t 

Would you please furnish me with information on the following 
named individuals, I have heard that they are members or associates 

2 Ji»S 0 ?SIItt 8 J 4 fro ? t n OP8a ?J ta 3 10 ? 8 * J h ** havc or * tin arc associated 
with theMJatlonal Council of churches* 

. George ▲^‘^uttrich ^ 

Harry Bnera^ir^oedick 



G, Bromlajr'tfxnao 
Ralph w^/jockman 



IOD-5c;%b%'l7$ 



ts SEP 11 - rvi . 









4MEXICAMSM 
TAr «Wy ISM for me 



taber 6, 1 



United States Department ef Justice 
Federal Bureau ef Investigation 
Washington 25, D.C. 



| 1 fj X fin~ C t ( 



Dear Mr. Hoover j 



Thank you for jour letter of September 1. It is 
a great relief to as to know that jour department is 
still on the job. I am greatly disturbed that a news 
service writer would Come up with such irresponsible 
statements. 1 have Checked with the newspaper and they 
have suggested that 2 write into them the information 
you have sent me, and thereby try to undo the damage 
his statement nay have done. We have enough to be con- 
cerned with these days without having to worry as to 
whether the F.B.X. is on the job or not. 

r Z want to thank jou also for the literature that 
jou sent. It will be put to good nee and passed around 
so that nanj people will benefit from it. 

Sincerely, 




y?S 

S&i'j i 
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Tour litter of September 1, 1961, ha* boon rocottU^ 
tad the concern you expressed regarding tho menses of communfop* © 
Is indeed appreciated. * 3 

T 1 ^ 

Although I woold like to bo of service, tbo FBI la an x 
Investigative agency of the Federal Government and, aa inch, does 
lot make evaluation* nor draw ooncloaloaa aa to the character or 
Integrity of any organisation, publication or Individual. I regret 
that I am enable to help you and hope that yon will act Infer la thla 
connection either that we do or that we do not have data In oar filea 
relating to the subjects of your inqniriee. 



With reaped to your discussion, la my book, "Masters 
of Deceit,** 1 pointed out that it la a continuing p rogr a m of the Communist 
Party to attempt Infiltration of ovary part of oar oodety. Including 
religion. This Is still tros today. Fortunately, this evil conspiracy has 
mg* m«<u m« ukat.wfm Benstnikm late oar reliaioas f 

would like to emphasise, however, that churches will continue to be 

targets la the over-all subversive plan of endeavoring to control 
ear established Institutions, and we mud remain alert to any attempts to 
replace oar national traditions with the atheistic philosophy of communism. 



'rj 
*. h 

■'V 



1 am enclosing some literature on the general subject 
of communism you may wish to rssd. 
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1 (KCftSpha Bdgar BoovsrvBl 
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Mr. J. Idgar Hoover 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr % Hoover: 

You are the nation’s number one authority on oommunism and 
the threat which it presents to America today. Because of this 
I write to you. 

My jdXmjDd I are both members of the First Baptist Church here 
inflflMt Our church is a member, in turn, of the American 
BaptriWssociation. There has been a great deal of talk in 
ou? congregation lately to the effect our association has 
become too large and that the people are Jo wote 

to the organization itself. The chief fear that we have is 
that the organization may do things, ©r stand thin^ sMch 
we as individual members fannot subscribe to, and yet 
not know enough about our big organization to know what they 
really are supporting. 

We as an association are members of the National Council of 
Churches, Many believe this organization, although pretending 
to be Christian, has communist infiltration to 
it is classed as a subversive organization. Just last »•«* 

I heard a man apeak (Carl Preaeon - »P*) wj 10 26 years 

in the Communist Party but *>o Just rewnUy renounced toe 
organization and became a Christian. He claiwd that the 
lational Council of Churches was not infiltrated, that it was 
founded by the Ccaauniata to serve at a front organization for 
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(Mid you b. K kind •• to fir. «* th« »« JjC. »f 

C. .ccordin* to yo« « th. rw.d« «ider 

movement, and Mr. Martin Luther King! 






ly jr«»# 




W 



jUL 



*»« ICO; am* ? 71* 



SEP 12 1861 



1 



